- sion, Mic 


On this page we give 
prominence to allegations 
that a spastic in an Essex 
hospital has been 
subjected to “bashings”. 
We give equal space to 
replies from the hospital 
group secretary, from 
nurses on the wards and 
from a union official. 
Such objectivity goes hand 
in hand with responsibility. 
And responsibility 
demands that not merely 
the cosy, in-care aspects 
of spastic life but its 
unpleasant side also, are 
fully reflected in these 
columns. 

We take no part in this 
isolated dispute. 

Our concern is with the 
larger issues which 
emerge from this and 
other cases. 


The brutal facts 


No-one would dare pretend 
that our hospital system 
is perfect. But so 

far as mental hospitals 
are concerned — and 
hundreds of spastics are 
among their patients— 
the brutal facts are these. 
Thousands of places are 
occupied, millions of 
pounds are being spent, 
to keep within their walls 
people who should be, 
need to be, outside. 
Large numbers whose 
condition would respond 
in the proper 
environment are shut in 
with others who exhibit 
intractable symptoms. 
Mental nurses, occupied 
selflessly in one of the 
most demanding and 
financially unrewarding of 
professions, are starved 
of leisure hours, 
exhausted by doubling-up 
duties. 


One answer 


- Many—most, perhaps—of 


these hospitals are 
totally unsuitable for their 
purpose. Their purpose 
should be to ensure that 
not a single place is 
occupied for a moment 
longer than is clinically 
necessary. But antiquated 
buildings, a carried-over 
institutional atmosphere 
and the abysmal poverty 
of Government financial 


‘support are sounding for 


many the death-knell of 
rational, effective 
treatment. What can be 
done? It is more and 
more urgently a question 
of what must be done. 

A massive rescue ; 
operation by the State is 
the only answer. 


(SURVEY : SEE PAGE 5) 


Union man: | am certain... 


A Hospital Union official said he 
was certain no patient at South 
Ockendon, “let alone a spastic, 
was ever “bashed.” 

Mr. Keith Harding, secretary of 
the local branch of the Health 
Service Employees Federation, 

ointed out that as an epileptic 
Michael was liable to fall an 
might thereby suffer injuries. 

“For a period since his. admis- 

hael was a patient of 


the children’s ward where I was 


6 
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harge nurse And [ am certain 
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at no patients, let alone a spas- | sports days, 


ALLEGATION 


ALLEGATIONS that a 21-year-old spas- 

tic had received serious injuries while a 
patient at South Ockendon Hospital have 
been replied to by the hospital group 
secretary. 

Mr. Joe Giles and his wife, of Stratford 
(Essex) had claimed that since their son 
Michael, who suffers from epilepsy, en- 
tered the hospital seven years ago he had 
had “‘nothing but bashings’” and that he 
had been scalded with boiling water. They 


maintained that the scars were recent. 
But the group secretary, of that sort.”” He was con- 

Mr. M.N. Harrison replied sulting the Hospital Boards 

to the allegations. “A medi- he added. 

cal examination of the Mx. michard” Crossman, 


: Minister for Social Ser- 
patient has been made and _yices has asked for a report 
there is no evidence to 


on the hospital after a 
suggest any recent in- question from Mr. Arthur 
jury, burns or anything 


Lewis, M.P. 
The Giles’ claims 


Mr. and Mrs, Giles claimed that they had been waging a five- 
year campaign for better conditions at the hospital. 

Less than two years after Michael was admitted, his father 
complained about his treatment. He asked the hospital manage- 
ment committee’s chairman to prevent children “in lines” attack- 
ing another and to ensure that there was a charge nurse in con- 
trol. On a visit he had seen only two trainee nurses and a ward- 
maid, he alleged. 

In June 1964, in a letter to the Press, he claimed his son was 
attacked by another patient, dragged from his chair and had his 
ear bitten. 

Eighteen months later he appealed to Health Minister Mr. 
Kenneth Robinson because he felt Michael was “being slowly 
battered to death.” 

He wrote: “My son has suffered from three injuries in the last 
year. Each time stitches were inserted.” 

His letters were passed to the Regional Board. He claims that 
when he was asked how the injuries have been caused, staff 
members had been unable to tell him. 


‘Complete confidence’ 


Mr. Harrison said the first indication he had of the parents’ 
complaint was in a letter in which they enclosed a copy of one 
sent to the Stratford Express on February 26. 

The hospital management and senior officers had complete con- 
fidence in everything the staff were doing under trying conditions. 

And Mr. Giles himself was full of praise for the staff. “It’s 
nice to know they are such dedicated people.” But he added: “If 
by our action we can improve the lot of these patients—and even 
save a life—then it will have been worthwhile.” 


A Government report: dealing with conditions in 


mental hospitals was published on Thursday, too 


late for comment in this issue. 


Conference 
line-up 


The East Regional Confer- 
ence of The Spastics Society is 
being held at Ramridge School, 
Stopsley, Luton, on April 20 at 
10 a.m. 


Subjects will include difficul- 
ties and solutions in the spas- 
tic’s family; the Lady Zia Wern- 
her Centre, which will be open 
for visitors; a talk by Mr. P. K. 
Mayhew Headmaster of 
Thomas Delarue School, and a 
‘‘question-time’”’ session. 

At the Midlands Regional 
Conference at Nottingham on 
April 13, speakers will include 
Mr. Mayhew, as well as Miss 
Angela  Bazley, Derbyshire 
Youth Employment Officer, Mr. 
A. D. Murray, of Croydon’s 
Crosfield Industrial Unit, and 
the Director of the Society, Mr. 
James Loring. 


Wicked slander say nurses 


Charge Nurses at South Ocken- 
don Hospital strongly pro- 
tested ina letter to the Strat- 
ford Express at their report 
about the alleged “bashings.” 


on the 


The article was a gross mis- 
representation of the facts 
and in parts completely un- 
true. During the last two 
years and 10 months, he had 
received only an abrasion 
when he fell during an epil- 


It was, they said, wickedly slan- 
derous of themselves who 
were directly responsible 
for Michael’s care, of their 
colleagues and of the hospi- 
tal “as you implied that any 


injuries Michael received eptic seizure. 
were at the hands of the 
staff.” 


Rare exception 


It was true that he was twice 
attacked by other patients. 
The scar on his body was 
caused when he leaned on a 
hot radiator. 


tic, were bashed.” : 

As a result of his condition the 

ossibility of his being knocked 
Sows during games was a hazard. 

Mr. Harding also pointed out 
that Michael was an informal 
patient and could have been taken 
away at any time. . 

The staff, he said, did many 
things in ofi-duty periods to make 
patients’ lives more comfortable 
—for example, shopping, launder- 
ing of shirts, jumpers and_pull- 
overs, and extra time put in on 

ih nah t d 


But untrue was a_ suggestion 
that as many as 60 patients 
were often left with just one 
orderly in charge. There was 
always a nurse in attendance 
and with very rare ex:eption 
there was always a_ trained 
nurse on duty in every ward. 

“It is true to say we are ter- 


‘ 


wards 


ribly understaffed, one nurse 
frequently having to do the 
work of two or even three 
nurses. But nevertheless, we 
are proud of the standard of 
our work and the considera- 
tion and help we give to our 
patients under very difficult 
conditions with overcrowding 
of patients and shortage of 
money to buy extra equip- 
ment that would make our 
task easier.” : 


Dismissed 


In a footnote, the Stratford 
Express say that although a 
male nurse was dismissed 
from the hospital after a 
patient received injuries, 
their story made clear that 
Mrs. Giles did not think her 
son’s injuries were caused 
_by anyone but other patients. 


Pierre the Clown, a member of 
the Stars Organisation for Spas- 
tics, receives a cheque for £50 
for The Spastics Society from Mr. 
A. Griffiths during a social even- 
ing at the Mason’s Arms, Thorpe 
Hesley, Yorks. 


The money was raised from 
flower shows and sales at the pub- 
lic house. Looking on is the area 
appeals organiser of the Society, 
Mr. L. Henderson. (Picture, cour- 
tesy of Rotherham Advertiser). 


THE NEWSPAPER OF THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 


April, 1969 New Series, Price 6d. 


Great day 


for David 


when power 


failed 


TWFNHE ICE that is believed to 
have caused the giant TV 
mast to collapse in Yorkshire 
also meant excitement for the 
children at Hawksworth Hall, 
the Society’s schoo] at Guiseley, 
on the same day. Ice brought 
down the power cables which 
supply electricity to the school 
—and off went everything. 


This was at 9 am. and the 
trouble wasn’t repaired until 
bedtime. Young David Scott, 
celebrating his ninth birthday, 
thought the whole episode had 
been arranged for his benefit. 
Especially the gala lunch of 
fish and chips eaten by child- 
ren and staff on the hearth rugs 
in front of blazing fires. 


‘Lhes:bestie=. 


For Hawksworth Hall is near 
Harry Ramsden’s at Guiseley, 
reputed to be the best fish and 
chip emporium in Britain, and 
a Mecca for discriminating de- 
votees. A quick telephone call 
and the children were soon en- 
joying their hot lunch. 


Later there was a more con- 
ventional birthday tea for 
David, but the lunch was cer- 
tainly the highlight of the day. 


“David was convinced that 
the .unconventional day had 
been arranged to add excite- 
ment to his birthday celebra- 
tions,” said Mr. D. L. Johnson, 
the principal. “He had a marvel- 
lous time.” : 


Relax 
ina 
~Radox 


bath 


After a hard day relax in a Radox bath. 
Have the water just comfortably hot. Slide right down in 
the bath. Linger in it for at least 10 minutes. 

Fatigue and tension just float away in warm water made 
soothing and fragrant by Radox. It’s a comfort to both 


tired mind and weary body. Your skin is left 
smooth, soft and refreshed. Soap lathers 
better. Hardwater scum and ‘high tide marks’ 
are eliminated. A quick rinse with plain. 


|HOKOvET 


Radox) 


water and the bath is left clean and inviting. 
Then, off to bed: relaxed in body and mind. 
You'll sleep better and wake refreshed. 


Radox makes a bath special. 


a MRA IES BOS TEE 


campaign is 
launched 


LEEDS group of charities is conducting a campaign 


aimed at the provision of at least one ramped access 
for wheelchairs to each new building in the city. 


Recreation 
centre for 


Wallasey 


A £14,000 recreation centre 
for spastics is planned for Wal- 
lasey. Land in Belvidere Road 
has been bought by the Wal- 
lasey Spastic and Physically 
Handicapped Association. 

“We hope the site will be- 
come a flourishing area for 
youth activities,” said chairman 
Mr. Tom Davies. The local 
Army Cadet Corps and Air 
Training Corps also have build- 
ings on the site. 

The-new centre will cater for 
about 100. 


VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 


The Volunteer Emergency 
Service—the organisation which 
assists in the transport of spas- 
tics, the elderly and invalids— 
is hoping to recruit more mem- 
bers in Rugby. 

So far there is only one mem- 
ber in the town—27-year-old 
lorry driver Derek Crane. Mr. 
Crane, who has been a member 
of the organisation for - six 
years, takes a spastic boy by 
car to visit friends in Coventry 
and transports visitors to hos- 
pitals. 

The service has a_ thriving 
branch in Coventry under its 
Area Organiser, Mr. R. Lewis, 
who is keen to see more mem- 
bers in Rugby. 
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The group, which is compil- 


ing a guide to Leeds for the’ 


handicapped, have already had 
some success. Three banks in 
the city have agreed to alter 
plans for new premises to in- 
clude ramp entrances. 


Organisations concerned in- 
clude the Leeds and District 
Spastics Society. 

Said Miss Judith Pickard, 
one of the campaign organisers: 
“We act as a sort of watch-dog 
on new building projects, so we 
can contact the developers and 
ask them if they would like to 
co-operate with us. Most are 


_ very sympathetic.” 


The guide will cost £320 for 
the first 1,000 copies and 
money-raising efforts to cover 
this cost are soon to begin. 


Walk for chairs 


Mr. W. Winn, a committee 
member of the Friends of the 
Spastics at Ponds Home, organ- 
ised a sponsored walk to buy 
some much needed chairs for 
Ponds. Despite the snowy 
weather, enough money was 
raised to buy 100 chairs, with 
some over. 


* Above: The . 
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winner, 
Dreyer also seen below with 
judges (left to-right): Mr. Parry, 
Mrs. Crowther, Mr. Moon, Mrs. 
Stewart and Mrs. Moon. If she 
wins first prize in the national 
contest, Rachel intends to spend 
the money on travel. | She has 
spent two years in Switzerland. 


* 


Rachel 


Rachel is Spastics Society's own — 
entrant in national contest = 


MINI-COMPETITION was 

held at Fitzroy Square to 
choose the Society’s own en- 
trant for the National Charity 
Queen competition which is 
being organised by Regional 
Pools Promotions. 


There were six contestants from 
Park Crescent, one from Port- 
land Place and one from Fitz- 
roy Square, representing most 
departments of the Society. 
Five members of the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics— 

' Mrs. Jean Crowther, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Moon, Miss 

’ Sheila Stewart and Mr, Leslie 
Parry—were the judges for 
the event. : 


The girls did not have to go 
through the ordeal of parading 
up and down before them. 
Each was called into the room 
in turn and asked questions 
about herself—her interests, 
ambitions and activities on 
behalf of spastics. 


The winner was 19-year-old 
Rachel Dreyer, secretary to Mr. 
A. M. Frank, Assistant Direc- 
tor, Regions. Rachel, who wore 
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North tops 
push-over 
century 


Over 100 push-overs in the 
North of England during 1968 
realised a total of £3,800—the 
third year running the ‘cen- 
tury” has been beaten. 

The Appeals Organiser for 
the North of England told 
Spastics News that a push-over 


r raised £65 at the Bullcroft, 


Skellow — nearly £40 of the 
total being the proceeds of a 
competition for an autographed 
football from Leeds United 
Football Club. 

Among those who pushed 
over piles were Pierre Picton 
and Jack Howarth. 


£30 push 


A penny pushover at the 
Cemetery Hotel, Huncoat 
(Lancs.), realised £30 recently. 
This brings to over £100 the 
total amount raised for spas- 
tics by the licensee, Mr. A. S. 
Currie. 


HAPPY BAND! 


Members of Nottingham 
Mothers’ Luncheon Club raised 
£40 from a jumble sale to pro- 
vide band equipment for nur- 
sery school children at The 
Mount. in Mapperley Road, 
Nottingham. 


East Sussex 
lose friend 


One of the East Sussex 
Group’s keen supporters for 
many years, Capt. Hubert 
French R.N. (Ret’d.) has died 
at Battle, Sussex. He was 88. 


In spite of his advanced 
years, he continued to take an 
active interest in spastics, and 


about two years ago organised 


a house to house collection 
which raised approximately 
£75. 


Duchess hecomes 
Vice-President 


The Duchess of Norfolk has 
accepted the Executive Coun- 
cil’s invitation to become one of 
the Vice-Presidents of The 
Spastics Society. 


She is also President of the 
Worthing, Littlehampton & Dis- 
trict Spastics Society. 


The entrants line up. They are (left to aay 
Dreyer, Caroline Corby, Tina Peel-Yates, Helen Burbidge, Helen Reser, 
Celia Hale and Violet Hunte. 


Burbidge, Caroline Corby, Celia 
Hale, Violet Hunte and Helen 
Reuben. 


a holly red mini-dress for the 
contest, ‘is interested in the 
theatre, skating, art and 
languages. She has spent two- 
years in Switzerland and says 
that if she won the first prize 
in the national contest she 
would spend the money on 
further travel. 

The umners-up were Hilary 
Taylor (committee secretary) 
and Tina Peel-Yates (secretary 
to the Spastics Week Co- 
ordinator, Mr. Mike Reynolds). 
Others taking part were Helen 


Hilary Taylor, Rachel 


Miss Dreyer’s name now goes 
forward, under the Society’s 
‘sponsorship, for the National 


Charity Queen regional finals « 


in April. 

And later it was announced that 
three more of the girls—Tina 
Peel-Yates, Caroline Corby 
and Celia Hale—would ‘be 
sponsored in the competition 
by other firms. 


Door-knock doubts ? 
Take the bull by 


the horns... 


HE SOUTHERN Regional Officers and Appeals Staff 


of the Spastics Society have graphically demonstrated 
what can be done with a professional approach to a door- 


knock. 


The Senior Regional Officer, 
Miss C, Mould, told “Spastics 
News”: 

“The Southampton Group 
were very pleased to have the 
R.O.s in to mount ‘Operation 
Schools’. Although by now it 
was not the best time of the 
year, with the help of: Mr. 
Michael Reynolds and Miss 
Hilary Van Geest, under the 
guidance of Mr. G. R. Christie 
we got under way. : 

“The whole operation was 
carefully based on the methods 
recommended by our Appeals 
Department and _ instructions 
were carried out to the letter. 

“We quickly found out our 
particular bents; one had a 
‘way’ with heads of schools, an- 
other was particularly good 
with senior pupils. One found 
the somewhat detailed and 
tedious preliminary paperwork 
no trouble at all, and best of 
all we had one very good all- 
rounder.”’ 


THE RESULT 
Period (Christmas): Not Good 
Collectors needed 340 
Collectors obtained 330 
Houses. covered 29,700 
Schools approached 6 
Schools supported 5 

TARGET—£1,000 


COLLECTED—£1,002 


“To those of you who having 
read this decide to take the 
bull by the horns and ‘Have a 
Go’ we say:—It can be done, 
and you do not have to be a 
professional,” said Miss Mould. 

“It is not easy for Group 
members to find the requisite 
time during the day to person- 
ally contact heads of schools, 
talk to pupils and brief the vol- 


unteers. Your Regional. Officer 


will help out here but with 43 
Groups and 4 Regional Officers 
a.mad rush will mean first 
come first served. 

“The Spastics Society has 
obtained Home Office exemp- 
tion, which covers all affiliated 
Groups. You do not, therefore, 
have to obtain a licence from 
your local Police Authority, 
although you would of course, 
notify them of your intention, 
at the same time checking that 
other organisations are not 
using the dates selected by 
you.” 


THINK OF A 
NUMBER... 


Readers in Southend please 
note this number when you go 
shopping—479025. For this is 
the Co-op number of a South- 
end woman. She “donated” it 
to the Southend and District 
Spasties Seciety to help swell 
funds. 


Regatta date at 
Castle Priory 


Wallingford Regatta Commit- 
tee have been given permission 
by the Spastics Society to use 
the grounds of Castle Priory 
College for the event this year. 

Castle Priory is the Society’s 
staff training establishment. 


£30 BUNNY 


A four-foot home-made 
“Bunny” was raffled ata ball 
held by Guildford Rowing Club, 
and made £30 for spastics, 


Willing horses are ‘worked to death’ 


HE WILLING horse—the 
voluntary worker who is 
overworked—has a champion 
in Mr. J. V. Webb, assistant 
_county welfare. officer of 
Gloucestershire. 
Speaking at the annual meet- 


ing of the Gloucester Branch 


of The Royal 
Nursing, Mr. Webb called 


for a closer partnership be- 
tween the voluntary § and 
statutory sides in welfare 


work. 


Said Mr. Webb: “In some areas 
we don’t know where the vol- 


College of 


unteer groups are or how to 
find the right person to look 
after someone.” This meant 
that the “willing horse” was 
worked to death. He wanted 
to see a spreading of the 


load, with shorter stints for as 


larger number, 
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A dream is coming 
true at 


WEDDING 


FOR DOROTHY 


al Fe DOROTHY Davis, her 
wedding day was something 
extra special . ... For 
Dorothy has been a patient 
for 25 of her 52 years, and 
bed-bound for most of her 
life — a_ spastic at St. 
Christopher’s Hospital, Fare- 
ham. 


The story began when the 
patient in the next bed, Flor- 


ence Ray, was visited by her | 


husband. 

“When I visited Florence, 
Dorothy used to call me over 
to light her cigarette,” said 

' Mr. Norman Ray. “She knew 

_ that she could not smoke un- 

_ less there was someone there 

-to watch her. And after Flor- 
ence died I carried on visit- 
ing Dorothy.” 


And, so after a time, the news- _ 


- ‘Misreported’ cr 


says Chester 
councillor 


A member of the Chester 
~ Watch Committee has claimed 
that he was misreported by the 


local Press and that he did not — 


suggest that some of The Spas- 
_ tics Society’s reserves should 
_ be given to local councils. 

In a letter to the “Cheshire 
Observer,” replying to one in 
which the Director of The 
Society, Mr. James Loring, had 

; declared himself “horrified” at 

- any suggestion that the Society 
had “a large unusued surplus,” 
the Watch Committee member, 
Mr. W. Dutton, says: 


“7 was actually misreported 


. The acoustics in the commit- — 
tee rooms (and indeed the 


~ Council Chamber) at the Town 
Hall are not all they should be. 
Hence I was reported as saying 
‘local councils’ instead of Appa 
oo branches. ais 


> we 


| pea set. new 


_ world record 
A world dance marathon 
record of 60 hours has been set 


up by members of Streetly 
: papa Club, Birmingham. 

The dancers collected £150 
tern: sponsors. This was 


ided between the Birming- 
a Sod 


ty f De Mentally 


oes os 


DAY 


Dorothy and her husband after: 


the service. (Photo, courtesy 
Evening News, Portsmouth) . 


papers reported: “The mar- 
riage took place at St. Peter 
and St. Paul’s Church, Fare- 
ham between Miss Dorothy 


Davis and Mr. Norman 
Ray. 
For ner wedding, Dorothy 


made one of her infrequent 
trips out in a wheelchair. 
And she wore a pretty. lace- 
trimmed blue dress for the 
occasion. 

After a week-end honeymoon, 
it was back to St. Christo- 

. pher’s. Now most afternoons, 
Mr. Ray walks the four miles 
from his home to visit 


Cwmbran 


A PREAM COME true. This is how Mrs. Clarrie Williams, 
ae of the Monmouthshire Spastics Society, des- 
cribed a £55,000 work centre for adult and teenage spastics 
at Cwmbran Development Corporation’s Avondale industrial 


estate. 


The modern, well-equipped 
centre will be officially opened 
on Wednesday, May 21, by the 
Lord Lieutenant of Monmouth- 
shire, Colonel E. Roderick 
Hill. 

Already, the first 11 spastics 
have found employment there. 
Eventually, it is hoped that the 
centre will employ 45 spastics 
—both men and women—be- 
tween the ages of 16 and 45. 

The Cwmbran centre is one 
of the most up-to-date of its 
kind. It has large areas of 
glass and a specially construc- 
ted roof to give light, and 
spacious working conditions. 


Hard Work 


There are a large workroom. 
stores, a canteen, office accom- 
modation and a rest and first 
aid room. 

Money for the centre was 
provided by The _ Spastics 
Society in London, but the 
Monmouthshire Society has 
undertaken to raise between 
£8,000 and £9,000 a year for its 
upkeep during the next two or 
three years. 


a 


Mrs. Williams, who lives at 


Lynwood, Greenhill Road, Grif- 
fithstown, Pontypool, said of 
the centre: “It is a dream come 
true. It is a symbol of the hard 
work done by every member of 
the Monmouthshire Spastics 
Society and is a spur to greater 
effort in the future to ensure 
the success of the venture: 
The Cwmbran centre is one 
of three included in The Spas- 
tics. Society’s major develop- 
ment programme in South 
Wales, which is bigger than any 


Day centre to be 
opened soon 


A NEW £14,550 day centre for spastic children in Wood- 
lands Road, Gillingham, Kent, is exec fed to be com- 


pleted at the end of April. 


The centre—a purpose built 
unit—will cater for the needs 
of about 15. children, aged 
mainly under five years, who 
require treatment and child 
care. — 


The timber building has a 
large hall. which can be parti- 
tioned off if necessary, a speech 
therapy room, a physiotherapy 
room, an office, foyer, kitchen, 
garage and toilet facilities. 


The project is that of the. 
. Medway Town's Branch of The 
_Spastics Society, which has pro- 


vided a valuable day care ser- 
vice for about eight spastic 
children once a week for more 
than three years at Southill 


Army Barracks in Maidstone 
Road, Chatham, 


Ten other children: are sent 
to the clinic and occupation 
centre in Mote Road, Maid- 


stone, for treatment, but once 


the Medway centre is open, this 
will no longer be necessary. 

The Medway Branch hopes 
the centre will also serve as a 
focal point for its official meet- 
ings and social functions. 


Annual running costs of the 
centre will be £1,109: The 
local group received a grant 


from The Spastics Society to 


help cover the building costs, 
and Gillingham Borough Coun- 
cil have let the site to the 
group at a nominal rental, 


The Medical Officer of Health 
for Gillingham, Dr. H. E. Mair, 
is to arrange all treatment, 

physiotherapy, speech therapy, 
social training and nursery care 
- at the centre. 


An. official opening of, the 


centre is planned during Spas- 
tics Week—June 29 to July 5. 


other region in Britain, A simi- 
lar centre is planned to serve 
the Rhondda and Merthyr 
Tydfil areas. 

Cwmbran was chosen _ be- 
cause of the number of light 
industries in the area and the 
availability of the site. Spastics 
will carry out light industrial 
work there, including drilling, 
finishing, assembling and pack- 
ing for local firms. There are 
woodwork and metal work tools 
—some power-driven — work 
benches and _ basket-making 
equipment. 

Trainees will also do basket- 
weaving and separate and sort 
used stamps. One of the first 
jobs the trainees did when they 
started work there was to 
assemble ball point pens for a 
Crumlin factory. 


Manager of the centre is 37- 
year-old Mr. Derek Northcott, 
an engineer. 


COUPONS HELP 

TO KEEP THE 
WOLF FROM 
THE DOOR 


The next time you curse the 
coupons that come. through 
your front door, spare a 
thought for the 15 spastic 
workers at the Tees-side 
Spastics Centre at Middles- 
borough, © 


For such coupons are helping 


to Bee. the wolf from their 
door . 


Centre manager Mr. Fred Gar- 
land has persuaded several 
large grocers to let the work- 
ers count the thousands of 

‘coupons presented by their 
customers, In return, the 
Centre gets cash for services 
rendered, 


And Teabags 


Said Mr. Garland: “I thought it 
was a chance for us to make 
some money, We sort the 
coupons by variety into bun- 
dles of 20. These are then 
checked and made up into 
hundreds and thousands. ma 


Schoolchildren. from _ the 
Hustler Secondary — School 
also help at the centre. 


Another task undertaken there 
is ripping up tea-bags, “We 
have an arrangement with a 
tea-bag firm who have a very. 
high standard for their pro- 
duct,” said Mr. Garland, 
“Tf they find a fault or a tear 

- in the. bags, they send them 
to us, we rip them open and 
send the tea back to them, 


“In a week we could handle 
something like 500 to 600 
Ibs. of tea.” 


AWARDS FOR FIRE-RESCUE 


_ Awards have been .presen- 
ted to two men for their 
bravery in rescuing an elderly 


spastic man from a fire at’ 
Islington, North London. 
- The fire brake out in the flat 
Ch 


paraffin heater spread to an 
armchair and other furniture. - 


A small» boy living in the 
block raised the alarm, Mr. 


Walter Luckins, the resident 
| earetaker, » and 
ae Ae a porter, knowing si to- hospital badly. burat, 


“Mr. . Ronald. 


’ that Mr. Barnett was confined 


to a wheelchair, broke down 
the door of the flat, 


They found Mr. ‘Barett in 
his wheelchair wedged in the 
living-room doorway. 


le was 


This attractive bikini was one of 
the outfits shown. (Photo, cour- 
tesy of Worthing Herald), 


Mayor makes 
a stand for 
‘Spastics 
at Watford 


The Mayor of Watford, Ald. 
Alec Merrifield, made a stand 
for spastics at the dinner and 
dance of the Watford and Dis- 
trict Spastics Association, held 
at the Town Hall. 

Speaking during the evening, 
the Mayor pleaded for more 
attention to be given to spastics 
in the area who were not al- 
ready being cared for. 

More than 100 spastics al- 
ready receive treatment at the 


St. Alban’s Road centre, and the 


group has raised nearly £4,000 
during the past year. The 
dinner and dance, described by 
secretary Mrs. M. H. Willis as 
“a complete success,” made an 
estimated £150 for improve- 
ments at the centre. 1 


‘SPASTICS NEWS 4% 


Show for 
Worthing’s 
thousand 
fashion 
fiends 


ORE THAN 1,000 fashion- 

conscious men and women 
converged on Worthing 
Town Hall to see a fashion 
show with a difference. 

The show was organised by 
Marks and Spencers Lid., 
and raised more than £400 
for the Worthing, Little- 
hampton and District branch 
of The Spastics Society. 

What was different about it? 
None of the firm’s spring 
and summer range, which 
included day dresses, beach- 
wear, underclothes’ and 
lingerie, was modelled by 
professional models. 

Instead, 16 salesgirls from the 
firm’s stores all over the 
south of Engand stepped in 
as models, giving their ser- 
vices free of charge. 

The dearest garment modelled 
was a quilted Terylene dress- 
ing gown in various pastel 
shades priced at £5 10s. 
Dresses and mini-skirts rang- 
ing from the £2 mark to £4 
were also displayed. 


Just right 


“We are delighted with the re- 
sponse for the show,” said 
Mrs, Betty Howes, a commit- 
tee member of the Worthing 
branch, “Marks and Spencers 
spent a lot of time and 
trouble getting things just 
right for us. We're very 
grateful to them.” 

The money raised will be divi- 
ded between the Worthing 
branch’s training centre for 
adult spastics: in Rectory 
Road, Worthing; and the re- 
cently completed centre for 
children In Pavilion Roau. 

The show was opened by the 
President of the local branch, 
the Duchess of Norfolk, and 

. guests included the Mayor 
of Worthing, Ald. Mrs. Daisy 
Rudd, and the chairman of 
the local branch, Councillor 
_J. Chapman. 

A- brief address was given by 
the Director of ‘The Spastics 


Society, Mr.- James Loring. 
ens eee 


Investment service 
gets under way 


(THE SOCIETY’S group investment service is just coming 
into operation, and groups who have agreed to join the 


scheme have been notified. 


Almost 100 groups, however, 
have still not answered the 


Society’s circulars. 


Good-as-new 


worth £250 


A good-as-new sale at Hor- 
sham raised about £250 for the 
funds of Ingfield Manor School. 


It was organised by. the 
Friends of Ingfield Manor 
School, with the help of school 
staff, 


The chairman, the Hon. Mrs. 


Christopher Emmett, said they ‘| 


were pleased with the result, 
which exceeded last year’s by 
£50. 


but recovered quickly. He has 
since died of natural causes. 


Mr, Luckins and Mr. Webster 


have been presented with 
framed certificates from the 


Society for the Prevention of 
Loss of Life from: ire: es op: 


Mayor oe. 


or write to: The Assistant Dir- 
~ector, Finance, The Spgs 
- Society, -12--Park | 
— 


Main points of the scheme 


are:— 


1 At present interest rates, a 
group can now earn 8 per 
cent per annum on deposits 
‘with the Society at one 
month’s. notice of with- 
drawal or 74 per cent per 
annum if the money is re- 
payable on demand, 


2. Deposits and withdrawals 
must be in multiples of £500 
for the 
scheme but only £100 if the 
money is required on de: 
mand, 


3 Interest will be paid gross 
—groups will not need to 
bother with claiming tax re: 
payments, 


This is a good scheme de- 
signed to increase groups’ in: 
come and reduce their work. 
Why not take advantage of it? 


Full details are contained in 
Local Group Administrative 
Bulletin No. 11 (October 1968) 


“monthly notice” | 


" 


~ 


Lindsay and Merrilyn (left) join 
in with the percussion band. 


(Photo, courtesy | Cambridge 
News). 
Bournemouth’s 


£5,000 


Over £5,000 has been raised 
towards the Bournemouth tar- 
get figure of £47,000 set four 
years ago to set up a residen- 
tial centre for young people 
over 16. 2 

The appeal was Jaunched by 
Bournemouth, Poole and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society. 


EO i I er Ps 
ae.) a De. 


Country garden 
welcome 


. 


WHEN AUSTRALIAN beauty queens Merrilyn Peck and 

Lindsey Murphy arrived at Meldreth Training School 
they were serenaded by the children’s percussion band with 
the tune: “In an English Country Garden.” 


Merrilyn and Lindsay were 
delighted, and promptly joined 
in the refrain. Welcoming 
posies were presented to the 
girls by pupils Susie Griffin 


Super Value! 
[Cot Blanket /Pram cover] 


se 


22" x 27” in Reversible Acrilan with Nylon 
trimming. Full washing. instructions. Available 


in the following colours: 


(PINK/WHITE, BLUE/WHITE, PINK/BLUE) 
ONLY 39/11d. INCLUDING PACKING, POSTAGE. 


Homework Section, Sales Office, 
16 Fitzroy Square, London, WiP 5HQ 


and Eric Garlick. 


Merrilyn and Lindsay toured 
the school, playing and chatting 
with the children, and lunched 
with the Principal, Mr. G. H. 
Crabb. They left Meldreth for 
Cambridge, where a plane flew 
them to Norwich to appear on 
an Anglia TV programme. Dur- 
ing the programme they carried 
their Meldreth posies and told 
viewers about their visit to the 
school. 

Merrilyn holds the title ‘Miss 
Australia Charity Queen,” and 
Lindsay is “Miss Victoria.” 
They are two of the top prize- 
winners in the Miss Australia 
Quest, which anually raises 
thousands of pounds for the 
Australian Cerebral Palsy 
Association. Merrilyn, top fund 
raiser throughout Australia, 
collected over £9,500 for the 
Spastic Children’s Society of 
Victoria. 

The girls visited Britain as 
part of a three month trip to 
Europe—one of the prizes for 
winning their titles. 


Now they are back in Aus- | 


tralia, but they told “Spastics 
News” that they would never 
forget their day with the child- 
ren of Meldreth. 


Barkingside H.Q. 


A further year’s extension of 
lease has been granted to 
Ilford, Romford and District 
Spastics Society on land in 
Craven Gardens, Barkingside, 
on which their headquarters 
stands. 

The land has been considered 
for extensions to a car park. 


SWEET PROMISE OF SUCCESS. . 


NOVEL money-raiser for 
Spastics Week and other 
occasions is available to 
groups and others organising 
locally. There is good profit 
to be had, too, with energetic 
selling. 
The novelty is a stick of de- 
licious rock with “Help Spas- 
tics” printed through it. The 


MERRILYN AND LINDSAY (FROM DOWN UNDER) WILL 
| NEVER FORGET THEIR VISIT TO MELDRETH 


Preston to 
have film 


A film illustrating the fine 
work done by Preston and Dis- 
trict Spastics Group is to be 
shown widely. Its main purpose 
will be to help in raising the 
£6,000 needed to keep the local 
spastics centre in operation. 


Already, the Preston Cine 
Club has appointed those who 
will be responsible for produ- 
cing the film, including direc- 
tor Mr. J. E. Howarth, producer 
Mr. M. Lockwood, and camera- 
men Messrs. J. Ryding, J. 
Rooney and R. H. Smith. 


The stars 


PROMISED last month to 
give the line-up for the fabu- 
lous annual Record Star 
Show at the Empire Pool, 
Wembley on April 13th. 
Well, stand by for the count- 
down. Among the artistes 
appearing will be The Amen 
Corner; Dave Dee, Dozy, 
Beeky, Mick and Titch; The 
Casuals; Joe Cocker; The 
Foundations; The Hird; 
Leapy Lee; ‘The Marbles; 
Hank Marvyn; The Paper 
Dolls; Cliff Richard; The 
Status Quo; Geno Washing- 
ton and the Ram Jam Band; 
The Flirtations; Barry Ryan; 
John Rowles and The Break- 


aways. 
And D.J.s Alan Freeman, Simon 
Dee, Stuart Henry, Pete 


Brady, John Peel (first house 
only), Tony Blackburn, David 
Symonds, Dave Cash, Keith 
Scuse and Ed Stewart. 

Musical backing will be given 
by Norrie Paramor, Johnny 
Pearson and Jimmy Horowitz 
(musical directors) with the 
Top of the Pops Orchestra. 

The show is organised by David 
Jacobs, directed by Johnnie 
Stewart and produced by 
Colin Charman. 


wholesale price is 5}d. a 
stick, and the suggested sell- 


ing price anything from 8d. | 


to a shilling. 

There has to be, for economic 
reasons, a minimum order. A 
“boiling” equals 18 to 20 
boxes, each containing 48 
sticks, and so the minimum 
will he about 960 sticks, 


OW help: | 
Halifax do > 


® t ; ® 
ALIFAX AND DISTRICT Spastics Society who last year 
returned their annual grant — £548 — to the national 


Society and said they would try to do the same each year, 
have again produced a special effort to help during difficult 


times. 


In a letter to the Society, the 
treasurer, Mr. L. Helliwell 
says: “Two of our members, 
concerned at the difficult fin-- 
ancial period being gone 
through by you, have rolled 
up their sleeves and made and 
sold cakes to friends. 


“The proceeds from _ this 
effort amount to £14 3s. 6d. and 
I have pleasure in enclosing a 
cheque, to be treated as a 
donation to your funds.” 

Said Mr. A. N. W. Griffiths, 
Head of General Appeals: 
“This was a thoughtful gesture 
and one which we very much 
appreciate.” 


Night the 
champagne 
flowed 


They’ll remember the even- 
ing when champagne flowed 
freely and drinks were on the 
house at Putteridgebury Col- 
lege... 

For this was the annual ball 
of the Friends of the Lady Zia 
Wernher Centre for _ spastic 
children at Luton—and drinks 
were free because they were in- 
cluded in the seven-guinea 
double ticket. ; 

During the evening a cheque 
for £500 raised at previous 
efforts was presented to Mr. 
Alan Monks, chairman of the. 
centre’s management commit- 
tee. Proceeds of the ball—ex- 
pected to be about £375—will 
also go to the centre. 


line up 


OMPEY FANS at the Ports- 

mouth and District Spasties 
Society’s work centre got a 
big surprise recently. 

They thought that “just a few 
people” were coming. But in 
walked a dozen of the team’s 
players ...and the _ fans 
were thrilled. 

One who has seen them in the 
fiesh before was 27-year-old 
Peter Cape, son of the 
Society’s treasurer who regu- 
larly watches the team in 
action from his wheelchair. 

Club captain Ron Tindall gave 
Peter an autographed picture 
of the team, 12 of whom gave 
up their lunch hour to visit 
the centre. 


| Dies - THREE - year - old 
Mr. Charles Porter must 
- be something of an octagen- 
arian prodigy. At his 
Exmouth home there is a 
wishing well, with a poster 
that reads: “BP. Scout 
Guild. Wishing Well Holiday 
Centre for the Spastic, the 


Mentally and Physically 
Handicapped and __ their 
Friends.” 


Many thousands of people have 
dropped coins into the well; 


Each stick is supplied in either 
a tartan or a green ccrton; 
and a variety of packing 
boxes contain four dozen, 
three and a half dozen,’ or 
nine sticks. 

All orders should be sent direct 
to: William Kidd and Sons 
Ltd., 22 Craig Street, Airdrie, 
Lanarkshire, Scotland. : 


Paintings © 
by Lines. 

spastics _ 
on show 


RIMSBY Central Library 

have featured an art ex- 
hibition with a difference. 
All the paintings on show 
have been done by spastics. 

The exhibition, opened by the 
Grimsby Medical Officer of 
Health, Dr. R. Glenn, dis- 
played the work of several 
residents of the Lincoln- 
shire Spastics Centre at 
Scunthorpe. 

The paintings were done by 
residents of varying ages, 
ranging from 17 to 36. 

Opening the exhibition, Dr. 
Glenn said the standard of 
work was very high and sur- 
prisingly good, considering 
the painters’ handicaps. 

Some of the works had excel- 
lent colour schemes, were 
bright cheerful and _ well- 
blended, said Dr. Glenn, and 
he thought that one or two 
showed great promise. 

He hoped that many people 
would take the chance of 
seeing what could be done 
where facilities were offered 
to the seriously handicapped. 

The exhibition was organised 
by the South Humberside 
Spastics Society. 


BITS AND 
PIECES 
by The Collector 


and as a result, 27 different 
charities have benefited. But 
most important, it has resul- 
ted also in two caravans 
being provided to give holi- 
days to families with handi- 
capped children. 


This year marks the 21st Birth- 
day National Guild Week in 
the scouting movement (the 
Guild has now taken the pro- 
ject under its auspices). And 
to mark the week, an appeal 
is being launched among its 
12,000 members in the hope 
of establishing caravan holi- 
day centres in other parts of 
the country. © 


ENDPIECE.—“Dr. Chesters said 
that colour blindness occurs 
most often in people of high 
intelligence. Only one per cent 
of women examined are found 
to be colour-blind.”—American 
newspaper. 


BALL PENS—EXCELLENT 
“FUND RAISERS” 
Die-stamped with the name 
of your centre ete. in silver. 
Service plus 

Rates. 

Send to-day for samples and 
details: — 
THOMPSON & CREIGHTON 
“Ball Pen Suppliers”, 202 
Heaton Read, 
NE.6 5.35 


We offer:—Quality—Speedy | 
Competitive © 
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APRIL, 1969 


-For the past year ANITA HUNT has conducted a survey of the statistics 
and literature on subnormality hospitals and related fields under the 
Supervision of Professor Jack Tizard at the Institute of Education. Here 
she reports on her findings. 


Is group care 
the answer to 
subnormality ? 


OU WILL HAVE already read in these columns much 

about the conditions in subnormality hospitals today, 

and the question of an alternative to care in such a hospital, 
and the cost of providing it has inevitably arisen. 


There are some _ 64,000 
patients classified as subnormal 
and severely subnormal in hos- 
pitals, and of these, 8,000 are 
children. Roughly 45% of the 
total have some physical handi- 
cap which constitutes a signifi- 


community in such an environ- 
ment? 

An essential pre-requisite of 
any community care service is 
that those who need its facili- 
ties should be within easy 
travelling distance of them. For 


houseparents could provide the 


necessary care. Out-patients’ 
clinics, diagnostic and counsel- 
ling services, day training cen- 
tres, sheltered workshops and 
recreational facilities would 
also form part of a comprehen- 
sive plan. 

The severely handicapped 
group might best be placed in 
a long-stay annexe attached to 
a ward of a general hospital, 
while the less handicapped 
group would be in a residential 
home. The possibilities of 
foster - care should also be 
looked into. 

The average cost per week 
of keeping a subnormal patient 
in hospital is £11-11-7. 

The capital cost per bed for a 
new hospital is estimated at 
£5,500. The capital eost per 
bed for a 20-25 bedded hostel is 
estimated at £3,000. Of that 
sum, £600 would go to provi- 
ding extensions to the existing 
training centres to accommo- 
date those who would otherwise 
have been trained in hospitals. 


AND NOW — BALLET! 


cant handicap in addition to . eos vate ie is ben 
their mental nie: ms ee the estimates of Costs rising cradle oa the “oewij seu lesen 
acnees to a hospital Bien esol on fee an iste These costs could be consid- Howard Spastic Children’s Day Centre — at 
should imply that the patients 100,000. erably lowered if existing build- Worthing. 

are intellectually subnormal, Detailed studies of the num 25 could be found suitable The venture? Ballet lessons. Every Friday, the 14 
i.e., they have an 1.Q. of below for hostel conversion. In addi- youngsters who attend the centre are put 


50, and are in need of hospital 
treatment. 


Half not occupied 


However, one survey shows 
that 32% are of more or less 
average intelligence, a further 
25% are of dull intellect, and 
only 43% of low intelligence 
and having a severe mental 
handicap. 

Another shows that even tak- 
ing into account the patients’ 
mental and physical handicaps 
it is considered that over half 
the patients are not being 
trained or are unoccupied, or 
not being occupied to their 
fullest capacity. 

The same picture emerges 
when one looks at the children. 
Under half the children esti- 
‘mated to be capable of receiv- 
ing training are doing so. 

Nor do many patients re- 
quire hospital treatment or 
nursing care. Two-thirds of the 
“severely subnormal adults in 
care are continent, ambulant, 
and present no major behaviour 
disorders; half can feed, wash 
and dress themselves; fewer 
than 10% are bedfast. 


The main burden 


Of the children, 40% are am- 
bulant and present no major 
behaviour problems, but ap- 
proximately one-third are 
severely incontinent. Of the 
remaining 60%, half are non- 
ambulant while the other half 
present major behaviour dis- 
orders. Nearly all the non- 
ambulant children and about 
half of the ambulant with 
behaviour problems are also 


bers of patients already in in- 
stitutions together with those 
on the waiting lists for residen- 
tial care have shown that in a 
population of 100,000 units of 
25 to 30 beds could cope with 
all the subnormal and severely 
subnormal children, and units 
of 20 beds would adequately 
provide for all the adults re- 
quiring residential care. 


Family groups 


This would mean that people 
could live in small family-type 
groups receiving the care and 
individual attention they re- 
quire. 

Trained teachers of the men- 
tally handicapped could be em- 
ployed, and instead of nurses, 


tion, £5 per week to cover 
training costs might in practice 
be substantially lowered. 
There should be two children 
to every one member of staff. 

Since the costs of the Health 
Service are increasing, and with 
a likelihood of more people 
seeking care as. the service im- 
proves, better care and train- 
ing in hostels at a lower cost 
could provide a large part of 
the answer to the problem of 
financing care of the sub- 
normal, 


Some steps are already being 
taken to put this into practice 
and it is to be hoped that in 
due course, supporting direc- 
tives will be issued by the De- 
partment of Social Security. 


Tory on the N.HLS. 


Lord Balniel, the Tory 
shadow Minister of Health, 
visiting the new spastics day 
centre at the Manor Hospital, 
Bath, suggested that some parts 


of the Health Service could be. 


paid for by voluntary contribu- 
tions. He thought people would 
be prepared to contribute vol- 
untarily if they knew the 
money was to be spent in their 
own area. 

“J would like a reconstruc- 
tion of Health Service finances 


which actually encouraged local 
communities to play a financial 
part in providing services for 
their own localities instead of 
just doing so through taxa- 
tion,” he said, 


“The whole of the Health 


Service and particularly the’ 


hospital service, is depressingly 


_short of money and ahout the 


most undercapitalised hospital 
service among advanced coun- 
tries.” 


Above: Big smile for the camera 
from Terry Boyle, aged five, as 
Wendy Merson positions him at 
the bar for his therapeutic dancing 
lessons. Top: Bright-eyed young- 
sters at the bar at the Fitzalan 
Howard Spastic Children’s Day 
Centre at Worthing. (Pictures, 
courtesy of the Worthing Herald). 


Crossman envisages disability pensions 


Mr. Richard Crossman wants to see a disability 
pension emerge from the proposed major 
overhaul of the country’s social security sys- 


tem. 


Mr. Crossman, Minister for Social. Services, 


was the disability pension. 


It would help considerably those families where 
the mother was an invalid or where there was 
a spastic or similar disabled person which re- 
sulted in a reduction of family income. 


through their paces by Wendy Merson, one of 
the country’s leading dancing teachers and judges. 

Miss Merson’s form of therapy is proving itself to 
be so successful that she has told the Worthing, 
Littlehampton and District Spastic Society that 
she is prepared to go to any spastics centre 
within reasonable travelling distance to start 
new classes. 


Might snowball 


Miss Merson, who gives her services to the Worth- 
ing centre free of charge, has also told the group 
that she will ask the Association of Dancing 
Teachers for volunteers to teach at other centres 
up and down the country. 

According to Miss J. M. Cartter, vice-chairman and 
welfare officer of the Worthing group, it's an 
idea that might snowball. 

“These lessons are beneficial to the childsen, both 
psychologically and physically,” she said. 

“Miss Merson believes that spastic children react 
better to dancing than ordinary children. { 
believe this idea is going to pay big dividends. 

“It will become as important a therapy as riding 
and swimming.”” 


Short Story Contest 


Last month we announced a £25 short story competition for 
spastics with literary talents. 


The award will be made by a panel of judges to the best 
original work of fiction entered before May 31. The prize wiil 
be awarded to the story which is considered the most meri- 
torious as a work of literature. 


RULES 


1, Entries should preferably be typed, but hand-written stories 
will receive equal consideration, regardless of degree of 
handicap. 

2. They should not exceed 1,000 words in length, although some 
leeway will be permitted. 


incontinent. It is, there- told a Labour Party meeting in Coventry that = = : 3. All entries must be placed in a sealed envelope on which 
fore fase patients with the ideas in the State plan were to be the Said Mr. Crossman: “I particularly want to see : authors should write only a nom-de-plume (e.g. “Red Robin”) 
4 severe mental handicap subject of long discussions with varied this go through because you cannot fix a prin- and only this nom-de-plume should appear at the head of 
coupled with the difficulties of organisations. - ciple of long-term sickness benefits unless the story with the title. The inclusion of a name and/or 


incontinence, severe behaviour 
problems, and an inability to 
walk who constitute the main 
nursing burden. 

These patients have gener- 
ally been admitted because 
there is no other suitable place- 
ment for them and the hospi- 
tals and their staffs are presen- 
ted with problems which they 
should not be asked to tackle. 


Rigid routines 


Obviously one cannot gener- 
alise and say that care and 
facilities in all hospitals are 
inadequate, but many hospitals 


* ENTRY FORM 
were originally built as work- eae Cates 1 I enclose my short story. It is an original work 
houses. They are inconvenient, Said Mrs. Williams: “I think | of fiction written or dictated by.me. I agree to 
overcrowded, and understaffed, this is fantastic after their pre- | abide by the rules. I 
and most are run as institu- vious gift.” \ 
tions. a : ie ice Bcd fies Jolbe hal ' NAM Ye: tisvicncdas otc dna tean teens Cobenesveiee’ camiiney rea thdamuaeaacns i 
Rigid routines, bloc rea = 

pare depersonalisation and ded a central heating system | ADDRESS CPO mene ee ene ereneeeeereereeeesesneensesesesersesseees : 
social isolation are common offered as a prize in a Round i sssrvaneneneonenstenecgavssanenereccensnessenensouiyn fi 
practice. How can a perse> al- Table competition. In the 1 
ready suffering from a mental picture Mrs. Williams receives 1 NOM-DE-PLUME Aicas. cch aatecorsaueaeonhteedeaeiesenenas eave 
handicap and perhaps a physi- the cheque for the proceeds — 


one, as well, hope to improve 
i ntly to Safaris ie the — 


It would, he said, contain “fair bargains for all.” 
And one of the most important points in it 


disability.” 


WS 


you have decided how it affects anyone with a 


Tablers do 
it again 


Pontypool Round Table who 
a short while ago gave £500 to 
Monmouthshire Spastics 
Society, have handed over 
another £50 to chairman Mrs. 
C. E. Williams towards the new 


from Table President Mr. David 


address with the story will disqualify the entry. 

4. A second sealed envelope should contain the completed 
entry form and be marked on the outside with the nom-de- 
plume. 

5. Both envelopes should be posted in one enclosure to: The 
Editor, Spastics News, 12, Park Crescent, London, W.1., to 
arrive by first post on May 31, 1969. 

6. No stories can be returned. The prize-winning entry, and 
any other story’ used and paid for at our usual rates, will 
become the copyright of The Spastics Society. 

7. No entry can be considered unless the author is a spastic. 
Proof of this may be required before the prize is awarded. 

8. In the event of the judges considering that one or more 
entries are of equal merit, the right to divide the £25 prize 
is reserved. 
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Shape and texture 


} 


Choosing 
toys 


“WHAT TOY can I buy my child?” This is 


a common question from parents, many of 
whom have the impression that a handicapped 


child needs a special toy. I consider that it is 


not a special toy but a well-chosen toy that is 
important, k 

In a short article it is obviously impossible 
to cover a choice of toys for the numerous 


By Diane Mercer 


Occupational Therapist, T.S.S. 


permutations of handicaps found among 
spastics, but it is hoped that this article will 
be followed by a series to cover more specific 
difficulties. 

A toy is primarily a plaything. Normal 
healthy children learn in their play; they find 
their own levels of success, challenge and fun, 
whereas the cerebral palsied child must be 
helped to attain this by incorporating treat- 
ment in his play; by bringing toys to him 
with stimulation and encouragement plus. 

The first thing to look for is a toy that 
will enable the child to meet with a degree 
of success, even if, for the most severely 
handicapped, it is only a “knock-down” 

Soldier that pops up again or the “rollaway 

clown” which, when pushed away, returns 

of its own accord. 


We can then look for colour, shape, size, 
movement, texture—all important factors. So 
many of our children cannot get around as a 
normal child to learn and experience that 
objects in the home and garden are smooth, 
fluffy, rough, round, sharp. So we must select 
toys that can teach our children about shapes 
and texture, the texture of sand, for example, 
or crazy foam. 

Many handicapped children cannot. find 
Mummy’s handbag and investigate all the 
shapes, colours, objects normally found in a 
lady’s handbag—so a handbag with all its 
goodies makes a lovely toy. 

Try to look for toys that will aid in your 
child’s particular stage of progress or develop- 


ment. As an instance, take dressing. 


Why not buy a hoop and make a game of 


- aiming at climbing in and out? If the child 
| manages only to get it over his head, this is 


good exercise, as well as being near to getting 


a shirt off. Or a deck quoit is useful for 


“threading” the legs, as in the action of pulling 


on socks. 


True to life 


Plenty of dressing-up clothes, like cowboys’ 


and nurses’ outfits, in an extra large size 
makes life easier, and they are much more fun 
than the real thing. 


Another thing to think about is a toy that 


presents some challenge to your child—some- 
thing that is just a wee bit difficult, requiring 
a little more concentration or imagination— 
the use of a more steady hand, or of two hands 
when the child likes to forget one. Or, per- 
haps, something to encourage standing practice 
such as an easel or magnetic board. 


I feel it is important to choose a toy that 


is true to life. For example, when buying a 
garage, let it be a garage, and not one of our 
adult-appeal sophisticated impressions of a 
garage, geared to stimulate the imagination of 
the child. He will use his imagination and 
creative powers with bits and pieces of his 
own choice, 


In conclusion, an important point to bear in 


mind is to make sure the child is in a position 
in which he can enjoy his toy and play. Per- 
haps your therapist could help you. in this 
matter. I would further suggest that the parent 
or friend forgets the words “special toy” and 
remembers to look for colour, texture, move- 
ment, auditory, tactile and visual stimulation. 
And above all, something at which the child 
can succeed. — ; 
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A toy which is a help in learning dressing proce- 
From Paul and Marjorie Abbatt. 


she says. 


Loree a 


the near future. 


{HE DEVELOPMENT of a national net- 
work of toy libraries was discussed at 
a study group on toys for the handicapped 
convened by the Director of the Spastics 
Society, Mr. James Loring. 
Among those taking part was Mrs. Jill Norris, 
organiser of Enfield’s Noah’s Ark Toy Library 
for Handicapped Children. 


of two, Mrs. Norris’s project was born out of her 
friends’ experience and her own. 
“Swapping toys with each other, something 


clicked. I realised that a toy library was some- 
thing which both parents and children needed,” 


Herself the mother 


“There’s so much trial and error with handi- 
capped children. Also, access is available to the 
more expensive toys at a discount and to toys 
and equipment from school supplies, not usually 
available in shops.” 

She began the Noah’s Ark Library in 1967 with 
a £30 grant from the local branch of the National 
Society for Mentally Handicapped Children. For 
a 5s. registration fee, toys and equipment can be 
borrowed for from 4d. to 5s. a month, according ; 
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Wimbledon ? There's a 
good deal more 
_ prestige now 


HEN I was at school, I was 
dying tu play tennis for 
a year and nothing else. All 
those trips abroad sounded 
very glamorous then. Fortun- 
ately, I made myself go 
through university _ first. 
Tennis is a precarious profes- 
sion. You never know what 
might happen to you on the 
courts. And anyway, one’s 
range isn’t that long... 
Virginia Wade, tennis star, 
talking. She is 23, too severe 
perhaps about her appear- 
ance, and dresses discreetly. 


When she talks, she looks dir- 
ectly at you with intense, 
rather frightening eyes. Her 
voice is soft, well modulated 
and contains more than a 
trace of the international 
(she spent much of her 
childhood in South Africa 
and, of course, has travelled 
all over the world for 
championships). d 


Pressures 


Naturally, we were discussing 
tennis, but it was almost as 
if talking about it was’ an 
embarrassment. “You can go 
on for quite a few years, but 
one doesn’t really want to,” 
she said. “There is so much 
nervous involvement in the 
game. If you sacrifice your 
education for it, more pres- 
sures pile upon you. There 
are enough pressures without 
those of your own making. 


“That’s why I went to univer- 
sity. I think you become shal- 
low if you devote yourself to 
one thing entirely. If I hadn’t 
chosen tennis, or if tennis 
hadn’t chosen me, I would 


have done something 
academic. 
“TI might have become a 


teacher, say. I would hate 
that. I can’t imagine myself 
in a safe little job, tucked 
away in the Midlands or 
somewhere. I suppose this is 
why I’m still playing tennis. 
Because I can’t find anything 
else that is particularly satis- 
fying or interesting.” 


Fantastic 


The conversation switched to 
something else; the sad, in- 
tense eyes wandered momen- 
tarily around the room. Then 
it was back to tennis—and 
Wimbledon, the ultimate aim 
of every tennis player. 

“It’s a difficult tournament and 
one just has to hope for that 
one. I’ve played there six or 
seven times—since I was 16.” 

Then, in a more animated voice, 
she talked about Open 
Wimbledon. “It’s fantastic. 
There’s no point in winning 
Wimbledon unless it’s got the 
best players. There’s far more 
prestige now that everyone is 
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VIRGINIA WADE 


Interesting people ~ 


By Michael Cook 


playing there. It’s the leading 
tournament, much bigger and 
better than anywhere else. 
There’s so much atmosphere, 
tradition and far more organ- 
isation.” 


She explained that for the last 
month she had not touched a 
tennis racket. “I’ve been 
away, I needed to relax. I’ve 
started practising again now. 
I train every day for two 
hours and that’s enough. It’s 
more valuable to practice 
hard for an -hour. than to 
practice for three hours not 
so hard.” 


Spectators 


asked her why it was that 
America and Australia turned 
out better players than 
Britain. “We tend to be spec- 
tators in this country, pre- 
ferring to watch and enjoy 
rather than to take part and 


_ 


enjoy. It’s much the same in ~ 


America, actually, except 
California where everyone 
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plays tennis and nothing 
else. All the better American 
players come from California. 
Its a way of life there. 
Australia’s like that, too. 


Important 


“In South Africa, the standard 
is incredibly high in the 
schools. I couldn’t believe 
that children could be so 
bad as they are here. So 
many of them can’t even 
catch a ball until they are 
10. 

“It’s something that is just 
eliminated from their physi- 
cal application, especially to 
ball games. All children here 
play football or. something, 
but not as much as they 
should. 

“Sport is important purely 
from a health point of view. 
I’m not complicated about it 
—it should be basic, a 
healthy aspect of the child. 

“It makes me sick the way 
tennis officials and players 
fuss around about the rules 


~ tend, 


where toys, not books, can be borrowed for handicappe 


children — is a vision which may become a reality 


to original cost. 

It has been a great success, 
and the “library list” is ex- 
panding aii the time. Family 
Meetings, when brothers and 
sisters are encouraged to at- 
are a feature of the 
library’s activities and there 
are evening meetings for 
parents too, with speakers, 
films and socials. 


And now it is hoped that the 
idea will catch on all over the 
country. In the course of the 
Director’s study group, which 
‘was attended by physiothera- 
pists, occupational therapists 


and laws of the game. Billy 
Jean King gets all worked up 
about the rules. I’m not in- 
terested, I just play the 
game. All that is important 
is that people play and enjoy 
playing. It’s much better 
than analysing.” 
My final question was about the 
future. “I would like to 
settle down and get married 
and become an_ ordinary 
housewife.” The thought of 
it brought a smile to her lips. 
“Yes. But I wouldn’t encour- 
age my children to take up 
tennis, not any child for 
that matter, not even if they 
showed promise. 


Relieved 


“It's terribly hard work. You 
have to have a fantastically 
strong balance to go through 
with it. Hard work is good 
for one, yes. When I was at 
university I never had five 
minutes to myself. But you 
have to be very balanced.” 

Our time was up and I stood 
up and thanked her for 
sparing her time. She looked 
relieved. “I’m so glad the in- 
terview’s over,” she said, 
smiling, as she left. 


oa 
cS 
and educational psychologists 
Mrs. Norris said she would like 
to see the Noah’s Ark Library 
idea augmented on a nationa 
scale, and backed by top-leve 
professional advice, 

Much time was also spent it 
discussing the application ©: 
research to the practica! ser 
vice of providing toy libraries 

Toy libraries gre versatile 
and can be started locally by 
any society or group of parents 
Health clinics, welfare depart 
ments, educational psycholo 
gists and even librarians hav 
also shown interest on behal 
of parents. 

And Toy libraries can be 
useful to other people besides 
parents — local speech thera 
pists and teachers, for example. 

Although the management 
and financing of each library 
must be local, Mrs. Norris is 
seeking the help of a central 
voluntary organisation towards 
maintaining liaison between 
libraries, through a newsletter, 
occasional conferences and 4a 
permanent exhibition of toys. 

Meanwhile, the use of the 
Spastics Society’s Regional or- 
ganisation and local groups in 


f Where tc 


gi IS HOW you, too, can 
start a toy library in your 
area. There is no better way 
than the emulation of the 
already successful Enfield 
Noah’s Ark Toy Library, and 
very assistance will be given 
by the organiser to anyone who 
is interested in developing this 
fascinating new field. 


First, write for the current 
index of toys and suppliers. It 
contains a list of toys worth 
about £100, all chosen care 
fully for their special qualities 
From these, make your owr 
selection—say, £20 worth. Beg 
borrow or raise your £20, anc 
make your “Phase One” pur 
chases. 


Contacts 


Box, catalogue and labe 
them with a code correspond 
ing to that in a lending-ou 
book, which members sigr 
when they borrow. Don’t for 
get to label each toy with it 
price and the number of pieces 

Then hold your first meeting 
The Press will in most ease: 
willingly publicise—or at leas 
advertise—such a novel ven 
ture, and other contacts can b 
made through local play ane 
nursery schools, health clinics 
Red Cross, welfare depart 
ments, educational psycholc 
gists, librarians, local societie 
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you are interested in starting a 
library for other parents, 


Although. the first Noah’s 
Ark Toy Library was spon- 
sored and subsidised by Enfield 
Society for Mentally Handicap- 
ped Children, it now includes 
among its most enthusiastic 
borrowers, members of the 
Spastic, Thalidomide, Autistic 
and Aphasic Societies and blind 
girls, as well as members of the 

founder-body. 


Ideas, please 


Mrs. Norris appealed to big 
organisations. setting up toy 
libraries to similarly open their 


A simple matching puzzle for the 

very young, and (under) a first 

aid to counting on the “‘look-and- 

see’’ principle. From Lighthouse 
Toys. 


promoting Toy libraries on the 
lines of Mrs. Norris’s organisa- 
tion is also being explored, as 
are means of publicising and 
disseminating the ideas. 


= 5 
begin... 
for handicapped children, and 

churches. 


Mrs. 
against restricting the library 


Norris also warns 


to bought toys only: “Impro- 


vised toys and creative play gqoors to numerically less 
with materials like dough and — ¢trong and more isolated handi- 
paints or a dressing-up box caps. 


should be encouraged just as 


much.” She added that she would 

Those interested should’ especially welcome ideas for 
write to The Organiser, Noah’s___ older-range, home-made and 
Ark Toy Libraries, 21 Gentle- original toys. The present 


upper (actual) age of the child- 


man’s Row, Enfield, Middlesex, 
ren catered for at Enfield is 12. 


if you are a parent and/or if 


hive. 
Hornsey College of Art 

are conducting a pioneer- 

ing experiment with large- 


TUDENTS from 


Students 


normality units in order 


year ago when the mother 
of a mongol child, con- 
cerned at the lack of suit- 
able play equipment for 
these children, invited the 
Hornsey students to think 
up some new designs. 

The challenge was taken up 
by 4 party of students and 
lecturers from the Visual 
Research Department, 
‘who visited several sub- 
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Amid a we'ter ¢ poly- 
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scale inflatable play 

materials for mentally and a ae 7 ie cree 

enyeicaly eae cae Centre for Mentally and 

pus re Physically Handicapped 
The project was started 4 © Children at Greenwich 


allowed them to introduce 
exciting new play possi- 
bilities made of inflated 
polythene tubing. 

The tubing can be expanded 
by means of a vacuum 
cleaner to a diamete: of 
up to 30 inches. This 
means that the whole floor 


space of a room at Maze - 


fill can be filled with 
aeGay, billowing masses 
. .—fTectangular air . beds, 
- round cushions and long 


“i ‘sausages” which run the — 


“Improving Your Baby’s Intelligence,” by Dr. 
J. Collins, published 1968, N.S.M.H.C. (Northern 
Ireland Region), Belfast. Price 9/6d. 


Overstating 


the ease 


BY LESLIE GARDNER 
Principal Psychologist, T.S.S. 


FJ\HE TITLE of this book 
is misleading and should 


be altered in any future 
edition. A child’s intelligence 
is the result of a mixture of 
capacities which are present 
at birth, and the training 
and encouragement he has 
received since birth. 


This training can affect intel- 
ligence, but only to a certain 
extent, and the capacities that 
are present at birth cannot, in 
our present state of knowledge, 
be altered. In the case of many 
handicapped children, these 
learning capacities are lowered 
and this sets limits on what we 
can do through training and 
education. 

Almost every parent of a 
child who is subnormal knows 
this (and many spastic children 
come within this category). Dr. 
Collins knows this, too, but 
often seems to forget this im- 
portant point in this particular 
book. 

This book is a fervent plea to 
promote the early training and 
education of children, by their 
parents, at home. Parents are 
told to talk and play with their 
child and provide plenty of the 
right kind of toys and equip- 
ment and books for his age, and 
to see that the child is given 
plenty of encouragement to find 
out things for himself, within 
the security of home. 

Most parents do this anyway 
and the majority of those who 
don’t, are not likely to read this 
book, However, many parents 
will find in it some useful 
advice and information about 


pioneering 


whole length of the room. 

It was found that the handi- 
capped children took a 
long time to explore these 
new materials. They 
stroked and patted the 
surfaces with their hands 
for a time before they 
started climbing over or 
bouncing up and down on 
the objects. 

On the other hand, when the 
inflatables were tried out 
at an ordinary Primary 
School, the pupils started 
bouncing on the toys 
almost before they were 


blown up. Their activity. 


was so violent, in fact, 


quickly | desiree, « edhe as 


that the ‘inflatables were 


the various kinds of toys, games 
and equipment and educational 
material for various ages and 
notes about from where they 
can be obtained. 

There are particularly useful 
lists of books for children to 
read and records that will 
stimulate a child’s interest in 
language. The lists of equip- 
ment to help the development 
of imaginative play are also 
helpful. 

If the author had stuck to this 
kind of advice, aimed at gently 
assisting the development of 
children, through play in their 
early years so that they can use 
their reasoning abilities a bit 
more efficiently, all would be 
well. 

Unfortunately, Dr, Collins 
overstates his case for the im- 
portance of early play and fills 
the book with very one-sided 
and dubious quotations and 
warnings—for example: ‘Par- 
ental and other neglect - is 
responsible for most backward- 
ness.” 

It is simply not true to say 
that the backwardness of a child 
handicapped at birth by the 
poor development of certain 
parts of the brain is ‘due to 
parental neglect, and _ Dr. 
Collins has failed to make it 
clear in the bulk of the book, 
which kinds of backwardness 
he is talking about. 

I therefore find it difficut to 
recommend the book as it 
stands, but those parents who 
can steer through its exag- 
gerated claims will find some 
useful advice. Other parents 
may be unnecessarily worried 
by those claims. 


in pneumatotherapy 


During their researches the 

, Hornsey students obser- 
ved how children will 
learn more quickly in a 
stimulating environment 
and they were distressed 
to see so many patients in 
sub-normality units just 
sitting doing nothing. For 
this reason, the Maze Hill 
project was designed to 
encourage all the children 
to join in the fun, regard- 
less of handicap. 

They were fascinated by the 
inflatables and staff found 


it hard to tear them away 


after each session. Even 
- autistics and children who 
. had — never 
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POP TALK 


With: 


Alan Freema 


ACTUALLY, I was sitting there minding my own 
business when a modern world menace known 

as “A Telephone” rang to shatter my tranquillity. 
“Hello There,” came the ridiculously bright voice 


of Sheila Rawstorne ... *“I want a Pop Column from 
you by March 12th.” 

Sheila’s invitations to do this and that always have 
the tone of a “Royal Command” and who am I (mere 


male that I am) to be the only one to refuse? 

ELL, YOU SEE, it’s like this, I’ve just been gazing 

at this week’s “TOP 30” and it strikes me that 
whilst pop music has progressed enormously (ever 
since The Beatles arrived to split the atom) a lot of 
pop’s top flight performers, and particularly the A. & 
R. fraternity (the ones who decide the final product), 
are continually coming up with material that’s very 
exciting to me personally and a majority of the 
industry as well, but a product that seems to be 
ignored by the record-buying public constantly. 

It keeps on puzzling me and I wonder where the 
answer lays? I’ve been in the middle of many ‘an 
interesting discussion on pop, and I’m told that the 
days of “Show business Glamour” are over—it’s the 
era of “Down to Earth” sort of thing! 

O-ONE is in the category of “star” and to a point, 

that can’t be bad either. But going back to the 
“Top Thirty” and all the pop available at the moment, 
it’s not the “Down to Earth” popsters who dominate 
the charts somehow, but shall we say “star names” 
like Donald Peers, Cliff Richard, Cilla Black, Sandie 
Shaw, Dean Martin, Engelbert Humperdinck, Elvis 
Presley, Martha Reeves and the Vandellas. 

Perhaps that’s the way it will always be—I wonder? 

And finally, I say let’s encourage the public to be 
more open-minded about what is a “hit record”, 
because without any doubt they give little encourage- 
ment to many of the current “present-day pop music 
makers” who have so much to offer—STAYBRIGHT! 


Sheila Rawstorne is secretary to 
the Stars Organisation for Spastics 
of which Mr. Freeman is a mem- 
ber. She was the first employee 
of The Spastics Society when it 
was founded in 1952. 
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Play becomes "a, 


Above (left): 
more intense. Right: Finding their 


. previously 
Hi Eli ‘shown any. interest in.con-. | 


way about. a 
ventional play equipment Souk es pra a 
such as swings and climb- duced films about their 
ing frames started playing work at Mareen aad x 


with these new toys. 

A paraplegic boy who had 
never walked on his own 
before, got astride a tube 
one day and, to the de- 
light of the staff, moved 
along almost in a walking 
position. Other children 
found pleasure in sliding 
off the inflatables punch- 
ing them or throwing the 
smaller objects around. 

Encouraged by the success 
of their early experiments, 
three of the students — 
Roger Hayden, Jim Singh- 
Sandhu and Peter Young 
_ have. a the aie 


x: 


written an impressive 40- 

page thesis on the subject. 
They feel that pneumato- | 
therapy, as the work has _ 
been called, can help = 
handicapped children to 
overcome perceptual diffi- : 
culties and become aware - 
of shapes as well as im- 
proving motor and 
muscular _ co-ordination. 
They also think that in-— 
flatables could provide a 
stimulating atmosphere in 
which backward minds 
become more receptive to %j 
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Those of us employed by 
The _ Spastics Society, 
whether nationally or lo- 
cally, accept without diffi- 
culty that we are part of 
a voluntary organisation as 
‘opposed to working for 
the local authority. 


What we remember less fre- 
quently, however, is that the 

= hard core of the Society is 
composed of voluntary 


workers — people who give 


up hours of precious free 
time to the cause of spastics. 


Many such volunteers put their 
knowledge, zest and imagina- 
tion in thinking out fresh 
ways of raising money—the 
Jife blood of the Society. 
Others give practical help in 
day centres — residential 

ee: centres—the Society’s schools 
—and through their welfare 
committees visit housebound 
spastics, in addition arrang- 
ing many enjoyable social 
events and holidays. 


Angela, a very handicapped 
little girl, spending most of 
her days in a downstairs cot, 
specially padded by her 
father, lives on a farm far 
off the beaten track. Her 
parents have discovered a 
novel way of raising money 
for the nearest Spastics 

< centre, at the same time 
creating an absorbing and 
unusual interest for them- 


selves. 
Not enough 
Between them, they have 


established a rural museum, 
adapting a disused hay loft 
to exhibit their finds: collec- 
ted over the years from many 
parts of the country. 


One visit is not enough! It is 
not surprising that visitors 
seek out this isolated farm 
time and again to see what 
new treasures have been 
found by the farmer’s wife 
during the winter months. It 
is not surprising, either, that 


Se” nee _ 


This: ‘‘potty chair” 
Mr. Wilde for the Watford 
Centre, and adapted by Miss 
Diane Mercer, is now being made 
in small production runs at a 
Southwark Work Centre for 
a cost of 25/-, plus post and 


designed by 


since July. 
yourself parents can get simple 


vital of 
volunteers 


By SHEILA FOX 


Regional Social Worker 


the centre owes a great deal 
to the voluntary efforts of 
this one family dlone. 

In fact, important though fund- 
raising must be, it is these 
voluntary, unremitting acts 
of kindness which are of 


most value to any handi- 


capped person and his imme- 
diate family. 


Fewer. 


Not all spastics are in a posi- 
tion to avail .themselves of 
the more tangible of the 
Society’s projects. Not all 
can benefit from the Society’s 
schools, work centres, indus- 
trial units or hostels. 

Unhappily, even the more 
severely handicapped child- 
ren cannot all be placed in 
Meldreth, but there are 
fewer and fewer spastics 
who do not receive, should 
they so choose, some help in 
some form or other from a 
voluntary member of a local 
Spastics Group. 


As a Society social worker, I 
have become _ increasingly 
aware of this generous help. 
At the same time I have also 
been amazed at the host of 
volunteers in other agencies 
who do so much to alleviate 
spastics and other  handi- 
capped people’s difficulties. 


Perhaps one of our greatest 


problems in country areas 
is that of transpert—not so 


package. 


dozen have been sold 
Alternatively, do-it- 


Four 


plans on how to make it from 

The Aids and Appliance Infor- 

mation Section, 16 Fitzroy 
Square, W.1. 


? 


much the actual car or ambu- 
lance which may be provided 
by the local authority—it is 
the helping of the handi- 
capped in and out of the 
vehicle. 

A person’s entire attendance 
at an adult training centre 
may literally depend on the 
good nature and innate kind- 
ness of drivers and escorts 
who normally are not respon- 
sible for lifting the trainees 
at all. 

Touched by the sight of 
mothers waiting for sons and 
daughters — women who, 
through experience, have 
learnt how to lift, to heave, 
to handle their children, 
these drivers add their own 
goodwill. 

Other voluntary drivers —like 
Rotarians — are on tap for 
social clubs. . The W.R.V.S., 
among others, cook, serve 
and deliver “Meals on 
Wheels” to the elderly, in- 
firm and disabled house- 
bound. 

In one county alone, the num- 
ber of daily dinners has risen 
from 9,000 in 1958 to 106,500 
in 1966—a real example of 
co-ordination between officers 
of different district councils 
and voluntary organisations. 

I was much impressed ‘by a 
W.R.V.S. member  respon- 
sible for issuing clothing to 
people in need. A mother of 
two boys, one of whom was a 
spastic, was finding it hard 
going as her husband, off 
sick for a year, had been told 
by the doctor he would not 
be able to work again. 


Wives rota 


The boys were growing rapidly 


—she had had nothing new 
for herself. I sent a note to 
the W.R.V.S. member, who 
took the trouble to bring a 
selection of clothes to my 
client's home some _ miles 
away, thereby not only 
saving her the journey, but 
giving the family the oppor- 
tunity of trying on clothes in 
the privacy of their own 
home. 


In one Cheshire Home, where 


several spastics are among 
the young handicapped in- 
mates, daily tea is served by 
a rota of wives from a nearby 
Army Camp who bake and 
bring cakes with them. In 
this way the outside world 
is brought into the lives of 
the permanently handi- 
capped who in turn, through 
their courage and humour, 
give the volunteers much 
food for thought. 


Girls help 


A Regional 


Conference last 
May listened spellbound to 
surely the youngest, most 
attractive speaker ever to 
grace a platform. Miss Jane 
‘Markham gave a vivid de- 
scription of Physically Han- 
dicapped Able-Bodied Clubs 


Senior schoolgirls 


Volunteers 


Professional work among spastics is, of course, an essential 
factor in discovering the limits of their dependence and 

_ fitting them, within those limits, for the best life possible. But 

mere professional know-how is not enough. 


Kindness — the most 


—able-bodied young people 
who joined with their handi- 
“capped peers for holidays 
and social evenings, thereby 
giving each to the other ex- 
periences of value. 

regularly 
help to bath and care for 
the children in our local 
nursery where one or two 
handicapped toddlers are 
accepted, while others help 
in the social club attached to 
the adult training centre. 
in fact are so 
numerous and cover such a 
wide range of help that it 
is impossible to mention 
them all, but there are two 
organisations worthy of note, 
namely, the St. John Brigade 
and the Red Cross, who do 
such stalwart work every- 
where. 


A large West Country holiday 


camp opens its doors to the 
handicapped certain times of 
the year. Manned almost 
entirely by St. John and Red 
Cross escorts, a whole 
county’s disabled enjoy a 
week’s holiday and relaxa- 
tion in beautiful country 


her to meet others facing |2 i 
tragedies comparable with | = 
pepe Centre. the 


Three years ago, David Chil- 
cott, a pupil at Ingfield 
Manor, travelled back and 
forth from Exeter to Pad- 
dington accompanied by his 
mother. As he became 
heavier, Mrs. Chilcott found 
it increasingly difficult. 

For his father to take time 
from work was uneconomic, 
so a Red Cross escort was 
requested. This was a most 
happy arrangement and, like 
many good things, it snow- 
balled. 

The local Red Cross Junior 
Branch became interested in 
David and invited him to 
their meetings during the 
holidays. Frequently, they 
take him out on Sundays and 
he has now been enrolled as 
a cadet. There are many 
small things David himself 
can do at their sessions, like 
rolling bandages. It has 
widened his horizons beyond 
all knowledge. 

It has also brought an aware- 
ness into the lives of those 
young able-bodied cadets of 
the restrictions faced by a 
young chairbound _ handi- 
capped boy. They both have 
given to each other and this 
so often is the result, not 
always realised, of voluntary 
help, under whatever guise 
it may be given. 


£460 order for 
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‘Week’ 
target 


CENTRE for spastics is 

the target of Tunbridge 
Wells, Tonbridge and Area 
Spastics Society who have 
been laying plans for a num- 
ber of events during Spas- 
tics Week. 

They hope the events will 
raise £500 towards funds for 
such a centre, which would 
cater for children at present 
attending a once-a-week play 
group and for handicapped 
teenagers and adults 
socially. 

The chairman, Mrs. Nan 
Champneys, said: “We feel 
there must be many people 
we don’t help whom we 
could, if only we had the 
right sort of place for them 
to come to.” 


SMM MT 


HOUSEMOTHER 


A vacancy exists for a 
housemother, _ prefer- 
ably with N.N.E.B., Child 
Care, or any other appro- 
priate qualifications. The 
lady appointed would have a 


AMM 


dormitory of 6/7 children 
who are severely handicap- 
ped. Pleasant single accom- 
modation. Six weeks guaran- 
teed holiday per year. N.J.C. 
salary scales. Enquiries to 
the Headmistress, Ingfield 
Manor School, Five Oaks, 


jewellery 


Pontin Camps have again 
ordered jewellery made by 
spastics for display and sale 
in all their holiday camps 
during the coming season. 

The total value of the initial 
order is £463. Last year repeat 
orders came in direct from the 
camps as the season got under 
way. 


high up on cliffs overlooking 
the sea. 


Escort 


The mother of one of my most 
severely handicapped spastic 
adults offers her services 
when she can—usually when 
her son is in one of our 
holiday hotels. You might 
well think this mother would 
want a rest herself — she 
certainly needs one. 

In fact, though, she feels drawn 
to help — partly because 
through her personal experi- 
ences she is so valuable and 
partly because it comforts 


Billingshurst, Sussex. 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 
Jacques Hall Centre, 
Bradfield, 

Nr. Manningtree, 

Essex. 


Working together 

The four groups in East Kent 
are setting up a District Com- 
mittee to co-ordinate the work 
in the area on behalf of spas- 


tics. 
Vacancy exists for a 


* |] FULL TIME RESIDENT 
FEMALE HOUSEPARENT 


Salary scale £650 to £955, plus 
£75 for qualifications, less 
£195 emoluments. 


Cash without tears 


Book Review: “RAISE CASH — HAVE FUN” by 

This postion offers an oppor- 
tunity of very interesting and 
rewarding work with physic- 
ally and mentally handicapped 
adult residents of both sexes 
and some applicants prefer- 
ably should have some 
experience in both or either 
of these fields. Minimum age 

considered 21. 


Christine Fagg (Elek Books, 12s. 6d.) 


F EVER THERE was a complete a.b.c. of fund-raising 
events, this is it. Mrs. Fagg covers the whole gamut of 
money-raising functions, from fetes and bazaars to dog shows 


and fashion parades. 
Write for application form or 
telephone for appointment the 
Warden, Jacques Hall, Brad- 
field. Telephone Wix) 3il 
(after 5 p.m., Wix 366). 


Not only does she cover a 
multitude of ideas, but she 
tells the reader exactly how to 
translate them into § action. 
Setting up an organising com- 
mittee, planning publicity, in- 
volving local celebrities—these 
are all dealt with in this com- 
prehensive guide. Nothing is 
overlooked, including the ques- 
tion of traffic control, insur- 
ance, catering and first-aid 
provision. 

Mrs. Fagg has herself spent 
a lifetime helping charities 
raise money locally and puts 
all her experience into this 
excellent book. 


Handy guide 


She suggests numerous ways 
of making money at fetes — 
china smashing, pneumatic 
drilling, pony rides, tombola 
and balloon races are all 
described. In fact, anyone short 
of ideas for their local fund- 
raising programme will benefit 
from this clearly written and 
easily read guide. 

Among the useful ancillary 
information provided are the 
names of insurance companies 
providing weather coverage 
and firms which give demon- 
strations and who sell or hire 
equipment useful at fetes and 
bazaars. Even a chapter on 
lished in the Elek Life and 
Leisure series and is recom- 
mended to all Groups, Centres 
“How children can _ raise 


money” is included. 


This handy . guide is pub- 
and individuals who are seek- 
ing ways to supplement local 
income for spastics—M.R. 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 


MELDRETH TRAINING SCHOOL 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE 


Full-time and relief NIGHT NURSES and NIGHT 
ATTENDANTS required for end of April 1969. 
Resident or non-resident. Hours of work 10 p.m. 
to 7.30 a.m. 

Salary according to N.J.C. Seale plus £70 per 
annum for nursing qualification. Generous 
school holidays. 

HOUSEPARENTS required. Under the super- 
vision of the Principal, the staff team aims at the 
fulfilment of each child’s potential and happi- 
ness. Salary in accordance with the N.J.C. 
Scale for Houseparents, plus £70 for a recog- 


nised qualification. Superannuated post if 
desired. 


Apply for above posts giving full particulars 

of age, salary and experience, to the 

Principal, Meldreth Training School, 
Meldreth, Nr. Royston, Herts. 


¢ 
f 


APRIL, 1969 


Re l 1€ f On Way for Nil desperandum 
f bets DAY Colwyn Bay was to hold its Flag Day dawned very 
‘cramped’ centre 


bleakly indeed . .. Blizzards and Arctic winds enveloped 
the town. And gradually the number of helpers dwindled to 22, 
But despite these handicaps, the surviving team braved the 
weather and managed to collect £80 from sympathetic and 
TF.O EASE overcrowding, 
White Lodge Spastics 
Centre at Chertsey, Surrey, 
is to be extended at a cost 


equally hardy shoppers. 
of £30,000. About 74 child- 
ren attend classes at the 


SPASTICS NEWS § 


‘Spring has 


come in a 


field and 
the sky... 


NHIRTEEN Japanese visi- 
tors, including a Univer- 


centre, which was built in 


1964 to accommodate about 
50. 


It is hoped the extensions 
will be completed by the end 
of the summer. More room for 
physiotherapy and speech 
therapy will be provided and 
the number of classrooms will 
be increased from one to three. 
Staff facilities will also be im- 
proved. 


_The Spastics Society is provi- 
ding a grant of about £12,000 
and the rest of the money is 
coming from the centre’s funds 
and from three groups in the 
area. 


3 *K *K ok 


Whitehall has given the 
green light for a £25,000 exten- 
sion to Birtenshaw Hall Special 
School for Spastics at Bolton. 


It is hoped that building will 
start by the summer. The De- 
partment of Education and 


- Science has told the schoo] that 


it will make a°50 per cent 
grant towards the cost of the 
new buildings. 


An appeal is to be launched 
by the school managers to 
raise the balance. 


* *K * 
Wigan and District Spastics 
Society is providing £10,000 
for an overnight stay unit at 
Hindley’s Tanfield Training 
Centre for mentally handi- 
capped children. 


Idea of the centre is to give 
parents of handicapped child- 
ren an occasional night off 
from their trying parental re- 
sponsibilities. 

Hand-in-hand with the unit, 
an extension centre, providing 
places for more handicapped 
youngsters, will be built, also 
at a cost of £10,000. 


A gay evening at the Knights- 
bridge Sporting Club at which 
the Stars Organisation for Spas- 
tics raised between £400 and 
£500 for their funds, Among the 
many present were (left to 
right) Leslie Crowther, Dora 
Bryan and her husband, Bill Law- 
ton, Murray Cash and his wife, 
Libby Morris, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Peter Noble and friend. 


Landlord 


who fines his 


customers 


The landlord of the Black 
Dog, Great Chart, near Ash- 
ford, Kent, does not do things 
by halves. 

As well as having not one, 
but two beacons for spastics in 
his bars, he has a system of 
fines which swell the funds. 

Every regular who comes into 
the house without displaying 
the brewer’s emblem has to put 
a penny on the beacon; and 
that, too, is where the money 
goes when a woman customer 
wants the toilet key. 

In addition, he recently ran a 
dance in the village and raised 
a further £9-4-0. 


The guesswork game 


Wilh THE first quarter 

of 1969 behind them, 
the Norfolk & Norwich 
Spastic Association are look- 
ing forward to what already 
appears to be an extremely 
successful year. 


The current financial restric- 
tions imposed on all sections 
of the community inevitably 
affect charitable organisa- 
tions first—this the Associa- 
tion have adopted as their 
slogan for the year, and as a 
challenge to their capabilities 
which have been proved so 
many times in the past. 
Being responsible for a very 
large rural area, containing 
over 300 known spastics by 
no means deterred them. 


VISITING SERVICE 


To combat the possible drop 
in. income, and expand by 
developing services to 
spastics and parents not al- 
ready catered for at the Nor- 
wich Work Centre, a plan to 
establish branches at strate- 
gic points in the county has 
been embarked on. Already 
three such branches have 
been set up—North Norfolk, 
Southrepps and District, and 
East Dereham and District. 

At the last meeting of the North 


is Rosalind’s project! Favourable 


EW IDEAS in money-raising, as every appeals worker 

knows, are hard to come by. But one 21-year-old girl 
in St. Helen’s (Lancs.) has come up with one which she hopes 
will help her in her quest for the titles of National Charity 
Queen and National Charity Princess. 


Flooded — and 


_ business 
boomed 


Business boomed at the Wat- 
ford Spastics Group’s shop 
in St. Albans Road when the 
secretary, Mrs. Margaret 
Willis, appealed for help 

- after the shop was flooded. 

Almost all the stock was ruined 
when a pipe burst. But busi- 
ness was carried on in a shop 
next door, and after Press re- 
ports in which Mrs. Willis 
‘made her plea for help, 
everything started going 
right again. 

Said Mrs. Willis: “We have 
been very impressed and ex- 
tremely grateful for the re- 

_sponse. The help we have 
received has been quite some- 
thing.” , 

After the Press reports, many 
people took goods to Mrs. 
Willis’s home for her to 
sell, and she had many tele- 
phone offers of help also. 
And so good was the response 
that the shop took £50 in one 
day—the largest amount 
ever. 


She is Rosalind Carrington 
Twiss, who has been sponsored 
by Pilkington Glass who them- 
selves have nominated Dares- 
bury Hall, for whom she is 
running her novel money- 
raising contest among her 
friends and colleagues. 


The competition consists. of 
guessing the time which three 
handicapped people will take 
to carry out tasks which 
able-bodied men and women 
would do without difficulty. 


How long it will take Susan 
(wheelchair-bound) to type a 
250-word letter using a head- 
harness to operate an electric 
typewriter; 

How long it will take Pamela, 
who has no hand use and is, 
again, wheelchair-bound, to 
weave a rug measuring 36 ins. 
by 18 ins., holding the needle 
between her toes; 

How long Terry, in his wheel- 
chair and with reasonably good 
hand use, will take to saw 
through the length of six 
pieces of timber each 13 ins. by 
2 ins. by one inch thick. 

As well as providing a most 
unusual charity contest, Rosa- 
lind’s idea must _ inevitably 
bring home to competitors in 
a uniquely forcible way the 
extent to which relatively 
simple tasks are made difficult 


for spastics. 


terms 


There’s something special 
about the site of the Yeovil and 
District Spastics Association’s 
caravan at West Bay municipal 
camping ground... 


The Society have been told 
by the Clerk to _ Bridport 
Borough Council that the rent 
for it will not be increased, 
althoug) other caravanners are 
to be charged more this year. 


ADMINISTRATOR 


ORGANISER 
APPOINTED 


Mr. Trefor Vincent Hughes, 
of Poynton, Cheshire, has been 
appointed administrator/organ- 
iser at Granville House Spastics 
centre, Heaton Moor. 

Mr. Hughes, who has worked 
in local government offices for 
some years, has had a good 
deal of administrative experi- 
ence, but the fund-raising side 
of the Granville House ap- 
pointment will be new to him 
and he is looking forward to 
tackling the problems involved. 

A new warden and matron 
have been appointed to Scales- 
ceugh Home for Spastics at 
Carleton, Carlisle, in succes- 
sion to Col. and Mrs. Harvey 
Williams. 

They are Mr. and Mrs. A. A. 
Bowles from Sunderland. 


NORFOLK “THANKS’ THE 


CHANCELLOR 


Norfolk branch, the commit- 
tee accepted the target figure 
of £1,000 to be raised during 
the coming year, and the 
first month, March, has pro- 
duced well over £100. 


In addition, a Welfare Com- 
mittee has been set up with 
a “visiting service” to contact 
spastics in their area on be- 
half of the parent group. 

With careful planning and the 
determination to take ser- 
vices out to spastics, rather 
than wait for them to come to 
the group, what appeared to 
be a dismal future has been 
turned into ambitious 
schemes which are already 
being realised. 

Co-operation by the local auth- 
orities has enabled accurate 
planning for possible expan- 
sion of the Work Centre. 

Stressing production rather 
than occupation, and with 
expertise on the part of the 
manager, Mr. Larry Picker- 
ing the Centre has been given 
a “factory” atmosphere, and 
given spastic workers a sense 
of playing their part in the 
community through manufac- 
ture and sub-contract work 
producing an income of well 
over. £2,000 this year. 

In addition, plans are well 
advanced for the “Norfolk 
Spastics Week” and the Mar- 
quess Townshend of Rayn- 


ss 


Customers at the Bullcroft 
Hotel, Skellow, near Doncaster, 
Yorks., have collected more 
than £200 for spastics during 
the past year. This has 
made them the champion 


ham has agreed to be Patron 
of the “Week” and of the 
group. 


A sum of £1,000 has been 
donated to the proposed 
Family Help Unit to be built 
in Bury St. Edmunds, and 
with the Hon. Secretary out 
on the football field with Miss 
Nansa every Sunday with his 
‘All Stars” team over £500 
has been earmarked towards 
the running costs when this 
unit is opened. And the group 
are to give £400 for the same 
purpose. 

The financial “squeeze” is not 
going to affect the local 
spastics. The group is, in fact, 
grateful to the Chancellor for 
providing the incentive to 
work harder. 

H. G. K. 


sity Professor, a doctor and 
social workers were enter- 
tained at Fitzroy Square, the 
Society’s Assessment Centre. 


Through an interpreter, the 
Clubs Officer, Mr. Bill Har- 
greaves spent the afternoon ex- 
plaining the work of the Soc- 
iety and its local groups and 
the functions of the Centre. 
The party were on a three-day 
visit to this country in the 
course of a European tour visit- 
ing organisations dealing with 
handicapped children. 


Please tell me... 


The Professor left with Miss 
M. R. Morgan, the Head of 
Social Work and Employment, 
two letters from Japanese 
mothers of handicapped child- 
ren. One has a 32-year-old. re- 
tarded son, and her letter ends: 


“So, I hope, your and my 
country of mothers who have 
same mental struggle exchange 
courtesies and comfort 
mutually. Now spring has come 
in a field and the sky. I pray, a 
happy spring has come to child- 
ren who is born unlucky, too. 
Please tell me about your coun- 
try’s welfare work or yourself 
etc.” 


The other letter is from the _ 
mother of a 24-year-old woman 
who is retarded and physically 
handicapped. She would like to 
exchange photographs and lit- 
erature about people with simi- 
lar handicaps in this country. 


Said Miss Morgan: “Readers 
should get in touch with me if 
they wish to correspond with 
these parents.” 


A lump sum for extras 


A High Court judge ordered 
that the will of osteopath Mr. 
Berthil Gregory should make 
provision of £3,500 for his 29- 
year-old spastic daughter. 

Mr. Justice Megarry said the 
lump sum was for “extras” and 
amenities which made life so 
different for someone in hospi- 
tal. 

Mr. Gregory, who practised 
in Brighton and Bromley, 


public house collectors of York- 
shire. Their efforts have been 
rewarded with the presentation 
of an electric clock by Pierre 
the Clown which was accepted 
on behalf of the hotel by the 


landlord, Mr, William Redmond 


made no provision for his 
daughter in his will before his 
death in October, 1967. 

He left his estate—net value 
£11,500—to his second wife’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Scholefield, of Amesbury Cres- 
cest, Hove. Mr. and Mrs. Schole- 
field did not dispute in court 
that Mr. Gregory’s daughter, 
Sandra, in a Redhill hospital, 
should be provided for. 


and his wife Maisie. Ahove— 
some of the customers and 
their hosts with the clock, in- 
scribed “Time To Help 
Spastiecs” (Photo, courtesy 
Doncaster Gazette). 
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In the Commons 


EXTENSION OF fey 


EXEMPTION 
PERIOD 
PLEA 


Me Leslie Huckfield (Lab., 
Nuneaton), asked the Sec- 
retary for Social Services what 
considerations he had given to 
extending the exemption period 
for payment of national health 
and insurance stamps for men- 
tally handicapped adults in full 
and part-time training. 
Parliamentary Secretary Mr. 
Norman Pentland, in a written 
reply, said that Mr. Huckfield 
had given details of a particu- 
lar case he had in mind. 
“I shall write to him when I 
have considered it,” said Mr. 
Pentland. 


open_bombardment 


- Wakes 


\ 


for bungalow 


C{ANNOCK and District Round Table are bombarding local 
people with publicity aimed at raising £4,000 to build 
a holiday bungalow for the use of spastics and their families. 


around the 
world: 


Pancake races in aid of 
Hall spastics centre 
were run at Colchester in com- 
petition with Hobart, Tasmania. 

The English team was the 
winner in three events, a man’s 
race, ladies’ race and person- 
alities race. 

‘In the first, the winning time 
was 17.2 seconds, compared 
with 20 seconds at Hobart. It 
it hoped to make this an annual 
event. 


Collaboration 
on therapy 
pool appeal 


Local branches of the Spas- 
tics Society and the National 
Society for Mentally Handicap- 
ped Children are collaborating 
in a joint appeal for an indoor 
therapy pool at Cell Barnes 
Hospital, St. Albans, 

Hertfordshire junior and 
primary school children have 
collected £618 in halfpennies 
towards the total cost of £9,500, 
and the National Playing Fields 
Association has made a grant 
of £200. 


A notable 


first ? 

It could be a notable first 
..«A donation of £10 has been 
handed over by members at 
Ludgvan (Cornwall)—for . the 
Cornish Spastics Society’s Spas- 
tics Week Fund. 

Spastics Week is being held 
nationally from June 29 to July 
a 


RESTORED 


The Wiltshire County Coun- 
cil have restored proposed 
cuts in transport for children 
attending a Bath centre in 
response to protests from the 
local Spastics Society, 


Said Mr. Roger Taylor, fhe 
chairman: “Over the next 12 or 
14 months we hope that which- 
ever way you turn you willl be 
bombarded with publicity on 
the subject of the holiday bun- 
galow. 


“We do not intend to let up 
in any way until the target is 
reached,” 


At a meeting at which a 
model of the proposed bunga- 
low was on show, Mrs. Ruth 
Taylor, of the Mid-Staffordshire 
Spastics Association; said a 
bungalow scheme had been con- 
sidered many months ago, but 
the cost had made it out of the 
question until the Round Table 
offered their help. 


CONFERENCE ON 
MUSIC FOR THE 
HANDICAPPED 


The British Society for Music 
Therapy is holding a one-day 
conference at St. Michael’s 
School, Graham Terrace, Sloane 
Square, on Saturday, June 14, 
from 10 a.m. to 4,30 p.m. 


The subject will be Music 
Therapy — Demonstrations of 
Techniques. 


The meeting is open to ail 
persons concerned with the 
treatment and rehabilitation of 
children and adults suffering 
from mental, physical or emo- 
tional disorder. Tickets cost 
12/6d. or 5/- for students in 
training. 


Further information may be 
obtained from: British Society 
for Music Therapy, Conference 
Organiser, 48 Lanchester Road, 
London, N.6. 
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Mis, Taylor with members and 
friends of Cannock Round Table, 
inspect the model bungalow. 
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OXFAM MAN 
ON APPEALS 
STAFF — 


A FORMER Regional 
Officer with Oxfam has 
joined The Spastics Society’s 
Park Crescent staff as Mar- 
keting Officer in the Appeals 
Department. 

He is 30-year-old Mr. 
Brian Edwards, who worked 
for Oxfam for three years 
before taking up his new 
post in March. Earlier, he 
directed Christian Steward- 
ship and capital fund-raising 
programmes. 

He is married and has a 
‘baby daughter. 
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Bed of nails 
— but he 
— likes it 


There must be more comfort: 
able ways of raising money 
for spastics than lying on a 
bed of nails, but Mr, Gwyn 
Dalton, the “White Fakir’ of 
Gloucester, is determined to 
beat the world record of 
three hours ten seconds. 

This feat of endurance will 
take place during Gloucester’ 
Spastics Week and Mr. 
Dalton hopes that people will 
sponsor him at so much a 
minute. 

When he’s not lying on his 
spiky couch, Mr. Dalton re- 
laxes by eating fire or elec- 
tric light bulbs or running a 
burning torch up and down 
his arms. 


Apparently it’s all done by 
Yoga—meditation and muscle 
control. 


Fayre sum for 
Elizabethans 


An Elizabethan Fayre organ- 
ised by the Preston and. Dis- 
trict Spastics Group is expected 
to have raised about £400. 


- 


award 


A ceremony to honour 
Ranger Lieutenant Mary Care, 
who has been in Guiding for 25 
years, was held at Coombe 
Farm Spastics Centre, Croy- 
don. 

All Mary’s friends who could 
get there attended and spoke 
highly of her work, and after- 
wards she was presented. with 
a special award to mark her 15 
years as a Guider. 

Mary, a chair-bound spastic, 
was given a bag by her friends 
as a “thank-you” for ali that 


~ She had done. 


RE-FORM 


Launceston Spastics Commit- 
tee has been re-formed to raise 
money for the Plymouth Spas- 
tics Association. , 

Members are Mr. J. D. 
Rashley (chairman), Mr. and 
Mrs. E, B. Cowling (joint sec- 
retaries), 
(treasurer), Mrs. L. Fice and 
Mr. J. Spargo. 


Guider Mary 


gets special | 


Mr. R. Williamson- 


; 


Spastics. 
going 


bigger 


range 


GPASTICS CARDS LTD. have a more comprehensive range 
of cards, calendars and allied products than ever this 


year. 


“Madonna,” “Coaching 
Scene,” “Tower of London” and 


“Three Kings” are the titles of 


their is. 6d. four-colour cards 
which are designed on coated 
art board. At 8d. each or 3/11d. 
per packet of six are the com- 
pany’s ever-popular two-colour 
series. 


In addition there are assor- 
ted packets of 12 cards which, 
among other things, feature 
snow scenes, religious themes, 
decorations and other themes 
that depict Christmas. 


For bargain-hunters, a. new 
box of 30 cards of varied de- 
signs has been introduced at 
9s. lid. per packet. 


The “Big Value” pack of 12 
cards with new designs 
(3s. 11d.) is again available 
and there is also a novel pack 
of Chrisimas card holders at 
2s 6d, per packet. 


EYE-CATCHING 


Modern cards and superb 
“Old Masters” reproductions, 
from lid. to is. 6d. and 2s. 
each, respectively, all with 
brand new designs, complete 
Spastics Cards’ comprehensive 
range of greetings cards. 


The calendars range in price 
from 2s. 11d. to 12s. 11d. each 
and children’s Advent calen- 
dars cost 2s. 3d. or 7s. lid. 


The “Britain Scenic Beauty” 
calendar, with 12 colour views, 
throw-over binding and an 
overall size of 12 in, by 16 in. 
is priced at 12s, 6d, 


Gift wrappings have not been 
forgotten either and Spastics 
Cards are offering two prices in 
wrapping paper selling at 3d. 


and 7d. per sheet. These in-. 


clude» some eye-catching de- 
signs. 


‘Communion at home’ 


plan for disabled 


[JNDER A NEW scheme initiated in Bristol by the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul, disabled members of the Roman 
Catholic Church will now be able to take Communion in 


their own homes. 


Arrangements will be made 
for a priest to visit spastics, 
the deaf, the blind and other 
disabled people to hear confes- 
sion and administer Holy Com- 
munion, 

For those who prefer to 
attend church the Society will 
try to arrange transport td a 
monthly special Mass for the 
handicapped, 


£45 TOWER 


A tower of pennies worth 
‘over £45 was toppled by the 
Lord Lieutenant of Cumber- 
land, Mr. John Wade, at the 
Sunny Hill Hotel, Whitehaven. 

The money is for the Cum- 
berland, Westmorland and 
Furness Spastics: Society. 


‘Another bill’ was a bonanza 


“A NOTHER BILL” 


envelope. 


But when his wife, Sadie, opened it later, she 
found that it contained news of a°£1,400 wiu 


on the Spastics Pool, 


thought Mr. 

Lindsay, as he saw an envelope lying on 
his mat at his home in Rock Ferry, Birken- 
head. He was in a hurry to get to work as 
a Gas Board commissionaire and ignored the 


William 


The Lindsays, who were among the first people 
to join the Pool in their area, have had some 
minor prizes. before, but have neyer won an 
amount like this. 

They have a spastic daughter themselves and 
Mr. Lindsay said: “She has been working as 
-a switchboard operator for 10 years, but if 
anything happened to my wife or myself, the 
money would. be of some help to her,” 


Mrs, Wedgwood -at-the reception, 


Bride. was 
former 


society _ 
employee 


Mss EVELYN Louise Joyce 
Rhodes, eldest daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. A. C, Rhodes 
of Selsey, and Mr, Sidney 
Nelson Godwin, only son of 
Mrs. Godwin of Chichester 
were married at St.. Peter's 

, Church, Selsey. 


Evelyn, a spastic, was formerly 
employed in the Society’s 
Home-work Department, 


Given away by her father, she 
wore a full-length gown of 
white lace and silver thread. 
Her. lace veil. was held in- 
place by white flowers and 
she carried red roses. 


Her sister, Miss Patricia Rhodes 
was chief bridesmaid, and 
others were the Misses Carol 

- Booker and Alison Lawrence. 
They wore Edwardian-style 
Cerise gowns with lace frilled_ 
tops. 


Mr. Trevor Morgan was best 
man and the Rev. H. G. Pruen 
officiated. Sixty guests were 
at the reception. ; 


Gregory-Betts 


Multiple sclerosis victim, Bar- 
bara Gregory, aged 26, mar- 

_ Yied Roger Betts, a 23-year- 
old spastic at Romford 
recently, : 


The couple met at St. Raphael’s 
Club for the Disabled, where 
Roger is Vice-Chairman. 


Barbara, who was stricken with 
multiple sclerosis when she 
was 18, is now partly confined 
to a wheelchair, but she hopes 
to do all the housework her- 
self at their new flat in Seven 
Kings, Essex, tae 


Public service — from a 


wheelchair 


ae CENTRAL Council for 
the Disabled recently held 
a reception at the English 
Speaking Union to mark the 
well-earned award of the O.B.E. 
to the Hon. Mrs, D. M.. Wedg- 
wood, and of the MBE. to 
Miss B. M. Stow. 
A member of the executive 
committee of the Central Coun- 
cil for over 20 years, Mrs. 
Wedgwood has Virtually given 
her life to public Service, 
notably work for the N.H.S. and 
voluntary organisations for the 
disabled. 

Stricken with polio as a 
young mother, she not only 
brought up three young child- 
ren, but has never rested since, 

The list of her offices since 
1930 would make formidable 
reading 

Miss B.. M. Stow, M.A.0.T., 
S.R.0.T,, a member of the 
staff of the Central Council and 


. Director of its Disabled Living 


Activities Group, received the 


M.B.E. for outstanding services 


to occupational therapy... 


* typing element. 
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THE RIGHT TYPE 
FOR THE JOB 
By the Supplies Officer 


ie THERE IS one request which comes up more than any other 
it is for ‘typewriters. As a result I suppose that over the last 
few years we have obtained quotations for just about every make 


under the sun! 


LARGE PRINT TYPEWRITERS: Schools often ask for mach- 
ines, usually electrically operated, with a large type face, about 
3 in. high, suitable for the partially sighted. Second-hand machines 
are occasionally available, but the solution is usually to buy the 
only machine now on the market—the “Adler” electric, 13in. 
Carriage model, at a special price to schools of £113. 

ELECTRIC TYPEWRITERS: The best buy is the L.B.M. recon- 
ditioned machine. There are other makes and on Olympia mach- 


ines we enjoy a 20 per cent discount 


(and a year’s guarantee). 


MANUAL MODELS: The conventional machine is often offered 
as “reconditioned” or “rebuilt” and, so long as you know some- 
thing of the firm making this offer, you can get a serviceable 


machine at half-price and occasionally much cheaper. 


New 


machines can be bought at a discount—20 per cent off for the 
Olympia range and 15 per cent for others, 

PORTABLES: A discount of 25 per cent off retail prices is 
offered by Mr. F. Ablitt, 20 Lodge Moor Road, Sheffield 10 (S 10 
4 LU) to “all handicapped sufferers of crippling diseases, in- 


cluding spastics.” 


This offer is for portable typewriters only. Some prices are:— 


Make 
Olympia 66 
Olympia 33 
Corona De Luxe s/colour 
Corona Corsair “dual” 
Olivetti 32 
Brother 700 
Brother 1500 


Retail Price Special Price 
£28 0 0 £21 0 0 
£26 5 0 £19 13 9 
£17 6 6 £12 19 11 
£18 19 6 £14 4 7 
£30 9 0 £22 16 9 
£19 19 0 £14 19 3 
£27 10 0 £20 12 6 


Terms: cash with order, plus 10/- postage and insurance. 
If you do not wish to pay by cheque, the firms GIRO No. 


is /62 413 0002. 


SPECIALIST MACHINES: Using the I.B.M. 72 Selectric Type- 
writer you can type in many languages and use the whole range 
of mathematical symbols merely by inserting the appropriate 


The machine costs between £191 and £219 


according to the carriage length, but typing elements are £5.2.6 


each. 


-DOORMAT 
MYSTERY 
OF £200 


Mr. David Pratt, on strike 
from Ford’s, found £200 on the 
doormat of his flat in South- 


_ church Road, Southend. 


He handed it to the police, 


who thought that the money 


might have been intended as a 
gift to the Southend Spastics 
Centre, on the floor beneath 
Mr. Pratt’s home. 


Southend Police have asked 
that anyone who had donated 
to the spastics centre and pos- 
sibly put it through the wrong 
door should contact them and 
put the matter right. Their 
anonymity would be preserved. 


The £2m. laundry bill | 


HERE WERE pleas at the 
conference from the 
Laundry Manager to the Sup- 
plies Officer for purchase 
consultations, from the 
Administrator for a personal 
issue of clothing for a long- 
stay patient, from a Work 
Study Officer to de-personal- 
ise clothing, advocating un- 
marked, standard  under- 
wear for both sexes in the 
interest of labour saving and 
the introduction of hospital 
launderettes and boutiques 
for patients who could afford 
them. 


Big business 


It was stressed that when pur- 
chasing garments, the length 
of their lives and probable 
maintenance cost should be 
considered in with capital 
outlay. Otherwise, as often 
happened, totally unsuitable 
bankrupt stock was bought 
solely for its initial cheap- 


_ Employment news 


-PATRICK BANNON | from 
Luton who trained at Sherrards 


.. is working as a drilling opera- 
- tor for an engineering firm in 


Dunstable. 
SUSAN BELSEY from Croy- 
don who trained at Sherrards 


- has commenced work as a 


packer for a firm in Bedding- 
ton. 

CHRISTOPHER BOLLARD 
from Belper is employed on 
welding, fitting and turning 
work for Bowan & Kinlands. 

PAUL GAFFNEY from 
Liverpool who trained at Lan- 
caster is now employed by the 
Barlow Engineering Co. 
(Liverpool) Ltd. at Bootle. 

CHARLES HIGGINSON from 
Middleton, Lancs. who comple- 
ted a training course at Finch- 
dale Abbey Government Train- 
ing Centre is now working as 
a gardener at Springfield Hos- 
pital, Manchester. 
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STEPHEN JOHNSTON from 
Salford who trained at Lancas- 
ter is working in Eccles as a 
semi-skilled machinist at the 
Royal Ordnance Factory, 

ALEXANDER McCLEN- 

GHAN from Leeds who trained 
at Lancaster is employed locally 
in the enamel shop of Messrs. 
Wilsons & Mathesons, Ltd. 
' PETER ORTON from Shef- 
field who trained at Sherrards 
is doing light engineering work 
at Remploy, Bramhall Lane. 

TRUDY PHILLIPS from Car- 
diff who trained at Sherrards 
has changed her job and is now 
working as a solderer for Ace 
Automatics Ltd. 


BRIAN TANNER from Lon- 
don has been working for some 
time as a junior porter at the 
British Standards Institute. 


DANIEL TAYLOR from Bol- 


_ +. ton who trained at Lancaster is 
MICHAEL HOURAGHAN | 
’ from Altrincham who trained © 
’ at Lancaster is working as an to 
assistant in the hardening shop 
ON Ragen Barber & Colman _ 


employed as a warehouse assis- 
tant by a firm in Westhough- 
JULIA WARD from Upper 
Holloway, nr. Matlock is em- 
ployed in a local dye works. 
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Last month’s winner of the 
easy ‘ competition was Beryl 
Hammond, 118 Park Lane, Old 
Basford, Nottingham. There 
was no winner of the cryptic 
contest, most entrants slipping 
up with “cutter” instead of 
“eutler”’ for 18 down. The clue 
“Sharp Dealer?” implied a 
person rather than an object. 


April clues 


CRYPTIC 


ACROSS: 5 Young sprig on the 
family tree. 8 Rice toes—no won- 
der it’s mysterious. 9 Top gear for 
the shepherd. 10 Soldier—built 
like a warship. 11 State in which 
bubbles may be blown. 14 Capital 
Hat! 16 Word of honour, guv! 17 
Whom the twelfth man envies? 
18 Lump. 20 Prepare yourself for 
carving. 24 Pony loom, with ex- 
clusive rights. 25 As the detec- 
tives are inside, they’re burning 
things, 26. Vile dish? Then use a 
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It seems that nearly all current plays, films, 
meetings and conferences result in the same 
theme—a cry from the heart about lack of com- 
munication. A recent conference at the Hospital 
Centre in London on the Maintenance of Clothing 
of Long Stay Patients was no exception to this. 
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ness and had an unduly short 
life or prohibitive mainten- 
anee cost. 

Patients’ clothing cost the coun- 
try over £2 million and the 
hospital laundry service runs 

‘at another £2 million. The 
Laundry Manager referred to 
the service as big business 
and that the work had to be 
thought of in tens and thous- 
ands of pieces a day. Any 
article requiring special 
handling slowed up the flow- 
line and often the first that 
a laundry manager knew of 
a “special”: was when it 
appeared at the laundry. 

As all the machinery took 
large loads (the smallest 
washing machine serviced 
100 lbs.), an item which 
could not be classified with 
the bulk job would suffer. 


15 weeks 
He spoke sadly of the bits of 
tapes, straps and_ belts 


which becamwnwe tangled and 
attached themselves firmly to 
the other garments, to non- 
boiling buttons on clothing 
which required boiling and 
the promiscuous behaviour 
of Velcro which attached it- 
self indiscriminately to any- 
thing it might contact. 

The Work Study Officer said 
that garments and_ linen 
could spend as much as 15 
weeks out of circulation, 


being laundered, sorted for. 


mending, repaired, then 
awaiting the condemning 
routine, being sent for in- 
spection at stores, a new re- 
placement issued, and new 
marking before being sent 
to the ward. 

She suggested that the sewing 
room should be next to the 
laundry to cut handling time. 
There should be far less 
marking of items, cutting 


fk 


down both marking and sort- — 


ing time. This would mean 
that wards could have an 
equal share of clean laundry. 

One could appreciate the tre- 
mendous saving of time, but 
I could not accept this prin- 
ciple applied to clothing of 
patients no matter how “low- 
grade” they were. It must be 
difficult enough to establish 
a sense of personal identity 
when existing in such an en- 
vironment without being de- 
prived of any feeling of pos- 
session regarding.one’s most 
intimate clothing. 


I could only hope there would 
be consultation before the 
“labour saving” idea was put 
into practice. : 


Never recovered 


One very interesting paper fol- 
lowed the fortunes of 75 
newly purchased garments 
for one year, assessing that 
40 per cent—50 per cent of 
the original cost would be 
added over a period of four 
years for mending costs. 

Alas, 29 per cent of the gar- 
ments were missing by the 
end of a year, one being torn 
up by a psychiatric patient 
other losses possibly being 
due to the fact that psychia- 
tric patients went out to 
work in hospital clothing. 
(Eight of 20 men’s shirts 
were missing). 

The last paper of the day con- 
cerned materials and meth- 
ods for the future. Man-made, 
easy-care fabrics, although 
needing higher capital out- 
lay would simplify laundry 
and cleaning problems. 

Attempts were being made to 
develop machines which 


would enable garments to be | 


washed on an_ individual 
basis and also to modify the 
‘dry cleaning process. 


S.K. | 


In | this 


long spoon. 27 Restraints are in 
somewhere. DOWN: 


saddlers \ = 
Revolutionary kind of linen. 2 
Tomorrow, forget the rumpus— 


get the car out. 3 A best show, 
perhaps. 4 Sphinx had one. 6 Not 
that his work is always calm. 7 
One in possession. 12 It’s cheap 
imitation, 13 Watery deity. 14 As 
life will reveal, there’s not many 
of us... 15 Form of Buddhism. 
10 Little Edward took a_ canter 
and was devoured, 21 Scales like 
iron? 22 The C.O. starts to take 
the mickey? What fun! 23 In 
Hants and Kent. 


EASY 


ACROSS: 5 Float with current. 
8 Emperor. 9 Motionless. 10 Testi- 
mony. 11 Declares, 14 Cleopatra’s 
snake. 16 Allowance. 17 Goes in. 
18 Weight. 20 Obstacles, 24 Cow- 
boy to the Indian, 25 Radio comics 
formerly. 26 Disturbed, 27 Stem. 
DOWN: 1 Below. 2 Land of Fla- 
menco. 3 Slumber. 4 Things heard. 
6 Renew, 7 Squib, 12 Mackintosh. 
13. Joining opposite corners. 


monthly 
choose whether to go for the harder “cryptic” 
square for a guinea, or the easy puzzle for 
10s. 6d. Prizes in each case go to the senders 
of the first correct solutions opened. And there 
is a bonus—if you are a spastic, a further 
10s. 6d. will be added to your prize, regardless 
of which clues you have answered. | 


SPASTIC? YES/NO. 


I 


competition, you | 


Send coupon to: Editor, “Spastics News,” 
12, Park Crescent, London, W.1, to arrive not | 
later than first post on the 15th of this month. 
Solutions and prizewinners next month. 


| 
NAME? secssciosts ase cea 
ADDRESS: ‘cxasicscncaeohecceate 


| 
J 


14 Insect. 15 Writing instrument. 
19 Fruit. 21 Payments for accom- 
oe tee: 22 Pieces, 23 Impover- 
ished, 


March solutions 


CRYPTIC: Across—i Permit. 4 
Pruned. 7 Attenuate. 9 Edge. 10 
Omen, 11 Idler, 13 Years. 14 
Series, 15 Clinic. 17 Maniac. 19 
Ariel. 20 Bone. 22 Salt. 23 Spoon- 
bill, 24 Trucks. 35 Rumour. Down: 
Palely. 2 Mite. 3 Trends. 4 Plumes. 
5 Unto. 6 Drinks. 7 Agrarians 8 
Empirical. 11 India. 12 Renal, 15 
Cobalt. 16 Croons. 17 Member. 18 
Cutler. 21 Epic, 22 Slum. 

EASY: Across—1 Dispel. 4 Im- 
art. 7 Warehouse. 9 Knit. 10 Elks. 
1 Tonic, 13 Yellow. 14 Cloves. 15 

Broods. 17 Castle. 19 Saver. 20 
Shed. 22 Snip. 23 Reporting. 24 
Pillar. 25 Empire. Down: 1, 
Donkey. 2 Peat. 3 Lie Low. 4 
Ironic, 5 Pose. 6 Trusts. 7 Will- 
power. 8 Elevating. 11 Toads, 12 
Clear. 15 Bishop. 16 Savour. 17 
Centre. 18 Expose. 21 Deal. 22 
Snap. : 


LIGHT? LIGHTER? | 


LIGHTEST ! | 


The NEWTON wheelchair 


INSTANTLY DETACHABLE 


is the lightest of them all 


ARMRESTS AND - 


DRIVING WHEELS. ALL WITH AUTOMATIC LOCKS. ae | 


FOOTRESTS 
ARE 


NO MAIN- 
TENANCE 
NYLON 
BEARINGS. 
100% 
GUARAN- 
TEE: 


mM. 
W 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 
Meadway Works — 


Garretts Green Lane 


Birminghim 33 
Telephone 021-783 6083 © 


x 
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SMALL 


The rates for private advertise- 
ments in the “small ads” column 
are only 2/6 per line, with a 
minimum of three lines, allowing 
five words per line. Cheques, 
postal orders or money orders 
should be made out to The 
Spastics Society. (Trade rates 
“on application). 


Holidays 


THORNEY BAY CAMP. 5-6 
berth caravan to let. Fully 
equipped, electric _ lights, 
wireless, shops on site. Apply 
T. Taylor, 6 Astra House, 
Alfred St., London, E.3. 
Phone 01-980 7548. 

FOUR-BERTH caravan to 
let. Good site at Mablethorpe. 
Hot water and showers, iron 
and shaver plugs. 2 Havelock 
Square, Sheffield, S10 2FQ. 

CARAVANS at Isle of Wight 
and Christchurch. Vacancies 
May, June and September. 
Enquiries: 161 Queen’s Park 
Avenue, Bournemouth. 

RUTH HOUSE Holiday Centre, 
Cromer, for spastics and 
their families. In the nicest 
part of town with every 
facility. For terms, write to: 
Ruth House, Cliff Avenue, 
Cromer. i 


Accommodation 


GROVE HOUSE, 48 Ash Grove, 
Morley Street, Bradford 7. 
Residential home for female 
adult spastics. Enquiries wel- 
comed. 


For Sale 


WATERPROOF PANTS. Super 
quality, size XL (5-9 years) 
3/6 pair, 6 pairs 18/-. Size 2 
XXL (9-15 years) 3/6 pair, 6 
pairs 20/-. Sandra incontin- 
ence pants, pull-on, adult 
sizes, 30in.—40in. hip, 5/3 
pair. Sandra mattress covers, 
tie-on, lightweight boilable 
plastic, 48in. x 72in. 10/- 
each. All prices include post- 
age. Mrs. C. Goodall, 63 Old 
Mill Close, Brighton, BN1 - 
8WE. 

A.C. INVALID CAR, 1961, good 
condition, £50 o.n.o. Phone 
Castle Donington (Derby- 
shire) 202. 

ELECTRIC BLANKET, 4.b., 
blue, used only once. Cost 
£7.9.11;  £4.10.0 or nearest 
offer. Apply Mrs. Brashaw, 
7 Duncan’s Close, Fyfield, 
Andover, Hants. (Tel. Wey- 
hill 647). 

GREAT BRITAIN. Commemor- 


ative and anniversary stamps. 


Singles or sets. Mint condi- 
tion. Special prices. Send for 


list. S.a.e., L. Cooper, 14 
Archer Road, Stapleford, 
Notts. 


Wanted 


SECOND-HAND three- wheel 
cycle to fit 12-year-old 
spastic girl for recreation. 
She can walk but cannot 
ride a two-wheel. Apply: Mrs. 
W. Burgess, 31 West Belve- 
dere, Danbury, Chelmsford, 
Essex. 

PEN-FRIENDS: Anyone inter- 
ested in having a pen-friend 
is invited to write to: Make 
a Friend With a Pen,” Room 
24, 10 Warwick Row, S.W.1. 


Spastic swimmer throws 


sauntlet 


23-YEAR-OLD Ramsgate spastic has thrown 
down the gauntlet to all able-bodied men in 
the Isle of Thanet in a bid to raise money for charity. 


John Bell, of 176 Dumpton 
Park Road, Ramsgate, has chal- 
lenged young male swimmers in 
the area to an eight mile swim 
across a dangerous stretch of 
water from Ramsgate to Mar- 
gate. 

Aim of the swim is to raise 
as much money as possible for 
The Spastics Society’s Isle of 
Thanet group. Already the local 
police swimming team has 
taken up the challenge and it 
is hoped that private individu- 
als, local organisations and 
firms will sponsor each swim- 
mer. 


The event will take place 


The day Mr. 


Wilson took 
up the 
cudgels 


During a radio broadcast, the 
Prime Minister, Mr. Harold 
Wilson was asked if he ever 
“took up the cudgels” on behalf 
of a private citizen. 

Mr. Wilson said that on one 
occasion a constituent of his, a 
spastic, could not get employ- 
ment. 

“When I came in I sent for the 
head of the Civil Service and said: 
‘There must be a lot of people in 
this situation. Now | want to take 


this as a test case. Can’t we find. 
pro-. 


him a job as a computer 
grammer, doing programming in 
his own home?’ 

GREAT SUCCESS. 

“He was trained and this is 
one of the big joys | have had 
. .. He’s now a great success.” 

The man Mr. Wilson helped is 
Mr. Trevor Price, 43, of Forest 
Grove, Eccleston Park, near Pres- 
cot, Lancashire. 

In December 1967, Mr. Price 
was given a computer job at 
nearly £1,000 a year. 

He said: “Mr. Wilson helped 
me when there seemed nothing 
left.” 


Gold for Janet 


Nineteen-year-old Janet 
Roper of Sheffield has won her 
Gold Award in the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Scheme despite 
the handicap of cerebral palsy. 
Janet lives at 12 Dalton Cot- 
tages, Tapton Hill Road. 
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during Spastics Week—June 29 
to July 5—which is being held 
throughout the country in a bid 
to raise £250,000 to enable The 
Spastics Society and its 168 
local groups to carry on their 
existing work and extend it to 
the many thousands of Britain’s 
100,000 spastics still waiting 
for help. 


John, who works as an assem- 
bler with a Ramsgate electro- 
nics firm, hopes eventually to 
swim the English Channel. Last 
year he covered the Ramsgate- 
Margate stretch by himself and 
raised £43 for Lanthorne Hos- 
pital School for handicapped 
children at Broadstairs. 


John’s challenge has already 
been taken up by Mr. Jimmy 
Bugg and 14-year-old Kevin 
Shepherd, both of Ramsgate. 


Cinderella 


WO DISTINGUISHED visi- 

tors from Thailand visit 
Park Crescent to meet the 
Director, Mr. James Loring, 
and hear about the work of 
The Spastics Society. They 
found (‘ie ‘Susie’ doll irre- 
sistible. 

They were, in fact, so interested 
in the doll’s possibilities for 
fund-raising for the handi- 
capped in Thailand, that Mr. 


story for 


Sandra and friend 


CTION LINE — The Daily Express feature that sets out 
to solve reader’s problems — has come to the aid of 
two spastic patients in a residential home at Meriden, nr. 


Coventry. 

Sandra Blount wrote to 
ACTION LINE: “My friend and 
I are both confined to wheel- 
chairs . . . Last December, hav- 
ing saved hard for many 
weeks, we booked seats at the 
Birmingham Theatre to see 
Des O’Connor in ‘Cinderella.’ 

“Imagine our disappoint- 


ment when on our arrival at. 


the theatre on March 1, we 
found that Des was ill and un- 


able to appear. Could you pos-. 


sibly arrange for us to meet Des 

so that we can get his auto- 

graph from him in person?” 
Said ACTION LINE: “We did 


more than that for Miss Blount. 


and her friend. The run of ‘Cin- 
derella” is due to finish on 


Saturday (March 15), and seats 


are at a premium. But when 
Des O’Connor heard of his dis- 
appointed fans, he picked and 
paid for two side seats for to- 
day’s matinee. 

“And after the performance 
he will personally present them 
with autographed photographs.” 

Mrs. R. V. Wilson, Matron of 
the home, said: “This is won- 
derful. It will certainly make 
their day.” 

STOP PRESS: In fact, Mr. 
O’Connor was taken ill again 
just before the performance. 


But he is topping the bill at. 


the London Palladium in May 
and has arranged for the girls 
to see the show—from the 
Royal box. 


Outsize 


Bulk purchase of larger-than- 


usual nappies now enables the 
Spastics Society to offer a new 
service at cost to readers of 
Spastics News. 

The napkins are in _ best 
quality bleached terry towel- 
ling, 30 inches square, and are 
available at 54s. 9d. per dozen, 
plus 4s. 6d. postage (minimum 
order, one dozen). 

Orders should be sent to: 
Supplies Officer, The Spastics 
Society, 12 Park Crescent, 
London, W.1., WIN 4EQ, _to- 
gether with » cheque or postal 
order made out to The Spastics 
Society. a 


Loring arranged for two dark- 
haired ‘“‘Wendy” models to be 
sent to their home country. 
The visitors, Khunying _Usna 
Pramoj (left) and Khunying 
Yuktasevi Thanomsri, were in 


Britain to study community 
work and fund-raising for 
charity. 


Khunying Usna is adviser to the 
National Council of Women 
of Thailand, and the wife of a 
former Prime Minister. 


Khunying Yuktasevi is treasurer 
of the National Council of 
Women of Thailand and of the 
Foundation for Welfare of the 
Lepers. 


Later, Khunying Usna_ and 
Khunying Yuktasevi heard 
about the Society’s fund- 


raising techniques from Mr. 
_Peter Jordan, Head of. Appeals 
Projects. 


PRELIMINARY NOTICE 


Six-year-old 


for Games 


A six-year-old Woking boy, 
Kevin Reed, who is a pupil at 
the Spastics Society’s Craig-y- 
Pare School, Pentyrch, Cardiff, 
is the youngest competitor in 
the first National Spastics 
Games at Stoke Mandeville on 
July 5 and 6. Over 300 entries 
have already been received. 


OWING TO PRESSURE ON 
SPACE A NUMBER OF 
ITEMS HAVE BEEN HELD 
OVER THIS MONTH 


3rd International 
‘62 Club Conference 


University of Reading 


25th to 27th July, 1969 


SUBJECTS: 
“Marriage of the Handicapped” 


“Pensions for the Handicapped” 


All spastic adults over 16 years of age are cordially invited to attend. 
Accommodation and all meals will be provided at very moderate cost. 
Come and let us hear what you have to say about these vital topics. 


Complete the application form for further details. 


TO; 
The Secretary 
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Application Form 


The Association of ’62 Clubs 


16 Fitzroy Square 


London, W. 1. WIP SHQ. 


Will you please send me an application form and details 
of charges for the 3rd International ’62 Club Conference 


(BLOCK 
CAPITALS 
PLEASE) 
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